
By Jimmy Golen
Of The Associated Press

BOSTON | Scottie Reynolds
made a half-court dash for
the game-winning shot
with 0.5 seconds left, lead-
ing Villanova over Pitts-
burgh 78-76 Saturday night
and back to the Final Four
for the first time since its

shocking run to the 1985
title.

Dwayne Anderson scored
17 points for the third-seed-
ed Wild-
cats, who
responded
to the Pan-
thers’ physi-
cal play by
sinking 22
of 23 free
throws in
the East
Regional final.

Villanova (30-7) plays
the winner of the South

Regional championship
between North Carolina
and Oklahoma. The Wild-
cats are the lowest-remain-
ing seed in the NCAA tour-
nament, though not quite
as big an underdog as the
eighth-seeded ’85 team that
was the lowest seed ever to
win it all.

Sam Young scored 28
and DeJuan Blair had 20
points and 10 rebounds for
Pittsburgh (31-5), the first
No. 1 seed to leave the
brackets this year.

It was physical. It was

defensive. It was ugly.
Just the way they like it

in the Big East, which will
send a second team to De-
troit — with a chance at a
third when Louisville plays
Michigan State in the Mid-
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Reynolds floats ’Nova to Final Four
Game-winner: Late
shot is final blow in

war of ’Cats, Panthers.

By Tim Shoemaker
Special to The Morning Call

Angel Ayala knew the
ramifications of his team’s
performance Saturday in
the Via All-Star Basketball
Classic.

“We knew we had to
win, because if they won,

the big story would have
been, ‘The Colonial League
beat the LVC,’ ” he said.
“In the second half, we
came out a little more in-
tense on defense.”

Ayala, a senior at Allen
and member of the Lehigh
Valley Conference’s West
team, was one of three
West players in double
digits in scoring with 15
points in a 105-101 win over
the Colonial League boys.

The LVC, which split
into East and West divi-

sions for the boys and girls
portions of the annual fund-
raiser, won three of four
games at Northampton
Community College.

In the girls’ games, the
LVC West defeated the
Colonial League 59-44 and
the LVC East beat the
Mountain Valley Confer-
ence, 52-34. Only the Moun-
tain Valley boys beat an
LVC team — barely —
97-94 over the LVC East.

Despite being tied eight
times with the Colonial, the

LVC West boys team led
for the first 35-plus minutes
of the 40-minute game.

The Colonial took its
first lead, 92-91, on a free
throw from Northern Le-
high’s Hadyn Charles with
5:29 to go, and led by 95-91
after Bangor’s Brian Smith
made a 3-point play with
4:44 left.

But the LVC West ran
off the next eight points —
including three from Ayala
and three from Parkland’s
Jaleel Clark — to go up
99-95, and did not lose the
lead again.

Clark led the LVC West

with 22 points and Central
Catholic’s Shae McPherson
scored 17.

Ayala played in only
about half of his team’s
games this season because
of a sprained ankle, but
enjoyed the chance to end
his high school career on a
winning note. Ayala played
with or against everyone on
his Via team either in high
school or in AAU season.

“It’s exciting,” Ayala
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Happy talk
despite
a defeat

Looking ahead: J.A. Happ has a
subpar outing in his bid to be the
fifth starter, but there’s no panic.

LVC wins three of four all-star games vs. MVC, Colonial
West is best: Clark,
Ayala lead late rally

in boys game.

SWIMMING
& DIVING:
Morning Call’s
top trio gave
many golden
memories, C3

BALANCED
ATTACK:
Southern
Lehigh
pummels
Allen, C4

Kathy Willens Associated Press file photo
PHILLIES PITCHER J.A. HAPP gave up five runs in
51/3 innings in a minor league game on Saturday.

VIDEO: Varsity sports, NCAA Tournament, etc.

PHILLIES SPRING TRAINING FROM CLEARWATER, FLA.

Villanova 78
Pittsburgh 76
L Freshman
Walker rescues
Connecticut
against Missou-
ri, 82-75. C5

“In the second
half, we came out

a little more
intense on
defense.”

ANGEL AYALA
Allen

Follow the action with
an updated scoreboard
and live video.
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By Mandy Housenick
Of The Morning Call

CLEARWATER, Fla. | It was bare-
ly 8 a.m. Saturday when
Shane Victorino started heck-
ling Chris Coste.

“Answer your phone,”
Victorino hollered at Coste.

Coste, filling out some
paperwork at a table inside
the Phillies’ clubhouse at
Bright House Field, hardly
picked up his head to acknowl-
edge the always-energetic
Victorino, who had called
Coste at 11:30 the night be-
fore.

Victorino walked out of the
room only to return a few
moments later, still taunting

his teammate.
“Don’t worry, Shane,”

Coste finally said. “We’ll hug
it out later.”

The hug would have to
make up for Coste being
asleep when Victorino called
8 ½ hours earlier.

“I happened to wake up at
12:30 [a.m.] and noticed my
phone was blinking, that I
had missed a call from
Shane,” Coste said. “But he
didn’t leave a message. He’s
too lazy.

“But Shane always calls
when there’s some sort of
news, so I figured something
was up.”
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Nocause for alarm

A late-night phone call letting Coste know his spot
on the roster was secure goes unanswered By Mandy Housenick

Of The Morning Call

CLEARWATER, Fla. | Maybe it’s a sign of great-
ness.

Like many of the game’s most talented
pitchers, J.A. Happ had a rough first inning,
surrendering three runs on four hits and
one walk against the Blue Jays at Dunedin
on Saturday morning in a Triple-A game.

But he eventually settled in, retiring 13
of 14 batters at one point. After allowing
two runners to reach in the sixth, Happ
reached his pitch count and was pulled.
His replacement let the two runners score
on a pop fly ball that likely should have
been caught by the left fielder, but wasn’t.

“I struggled to make adjustments, but
after I got through that first inning, I think
I did,” said Happ, who’s fighting for the
fifth spot in the Phillies’ starting rotation.

HAPP PAGE C7

IN THE HUNT: O’Hair’s ahead, but Tiger’s close, C9

SEEKING AN ENCORE
C O M I N G  N E X T  S U N D A Y

Will the Phillies buck the trend and 
repeat as World Series champions?
Will Raul Ibanez be a hit as the 
team’s new left fi elder? What’s 
new in the rugged National 
League East?

For the answers, turn to our 
annual 10-page Major League 
Baseball preview special 
section next Sunday. We’ll 
also have the Phillies’ com-
plete schedule, a capsule 
look at every Major League 
team, previews of the Mets 
and Yankees and more.

Rob Kandel Morning Call file photo
PHILLIES CATCHER CHRIS COSTE has been a fan favorite during his three years in Philadelphia. He will be back for a fourth after the
Phillies traded his competition for the backup catcher’s spot — Ronny Paulino — to San Francisco Giants for pitcher Jack Taschner.

VILLANOVA’S
SCOTTIE REY-
NOLDS goes up
for the game-
winning basket
in the closing
second of Satur-
day’s game as
Pittsburgh’s
Ashton Gibbs
backs off.

Elsa
Getty Images
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Photos of the Via Classic
High School all-star
basketball games at

said. “We’re all in the same
area, so we know each oth-
er pretty well. The coach
(Parkland’s Andy Stephens)
just told us to go out there
and have some fun. It’s
exciting to be out there in
front of these fans and give
them a little show.”

The LVC East girls had
no trouble defeating the
Mountain Valley Confer-
ence. The MVC trailed
31-16 early in the second
half, but scored the next
five points — three from
East Stroudsburg North’s
Erica Durant — to make it
31-21.

The LVC responded with
a 15-4 run to go up 46-25,
and the MVC never threat-
ened again.

Allysa Scerbo of Phillips-
burg led the LVC East with
15 points. Northampton’s
Megan Bowen scored 12.

“It’s an honor for all of
us to be picked for an all-
star game, especially for
such a good cause,” said
Bowen, who will play at
Princeton next year. “Via is
a great program.”

Bowen said she had little
trouble assimilating with
her new teammates.

“The key was sharing the
ball, working it around and
making the most of each
girl’s play,” she said.
“There’s a big competition
between the Mountain Val-
ley Conference and Lehigh
Valley Conference. If
they’re not knocking us off
in the playoffs, we’re knock-
ing them off. We definitely
wanted to come out repre-
senting the LVC.”

Note: Freedom’s Mike
McCready, who scored
eight points, was inadvert-
ently omitted from the LVC
East roster in Saturday’s
Morning Call Via preview.

GIRLS GAMES
LVC WEST (59)
Taylor (Parkland) 1 6-6 8, Heckman (Whitehall)
0 0-0 0, Guman (Central Catholic) 1 2-2 5, Smith
(Allen) 4 0-2 8, Hoover (Emmaus) 1 1-2 3, Flamm
(Central Catholic) 5 2-2 12, Hassler (Parkland) 0
1-1 1, Koren (Allen) 1 0-2 2, Jackson (Allen) 1 0-2
2, Blake (Dieruff) 0 0-0 0, Van Natten (White-

hall) 2 1-5 5, Thomas (Parkland) 5 3-7 13. Totals:
21 16-31 59.
COLONIAL (45)
Gerchufsky (Northwestern) 1 0-2 2, Follweiler
(Northern Lehigh) 0 0-0 0, Demko (Notre Dame-
GP) 1 0-1 2, Colton (Bangor) 4 0-2 9, Muschlitz
(Wilson) 5 1-2 11, Lacey (Catasauqua) 0 0-0 0,
Parsons (Palmerton) 0 0-0 0, Ellis (Bangor) 2 0-0
4,Mish (Northwestern)1 0-0 2, Zabrecky (South-
ern Lehigh) 3 1-2 8, Arndt (Northern Lehigh) 1
0-0 3, Degenhart (Notre Dame-GP) 2 0-0 4. To-
tals 20 2-9 45.
LVC West 29 30 — 59
Colonial League 20 25 — 45
3-point goals: LVC West 2 (Guman, Van Nat-
ten), Colonial 5 (Colton, Muschlitz, Zabrecky,
Arndt, Degenhart).

LVC EAST (52)
Cancelliere (Nazareth) 4 0-1 8, Gunter (Easton)
0 2-4 2, Silfies (Northampton) 3 0-2 7, Scerbo
(Phillipsburg) 5 3-5 15, Schultz (Northampton) 2
1-25, Knipe (Liberty) 1 1-33, Bowen (Northamp-
ton) 5 1-2 12. Totals 20 8-18 52.
MOUNTAIN VALLEY (34)
Battle (Stroudsburg) 1 2-4 4, Walters (Pocono
Mountain West) 3 0-0 6, Rosario (Stroudsburg)
0 0-0 0, Taylor (PleasantValley) 0 0-00,Maloney
(Lehighton) 0 0-0 0, Lunney (Pleasant Valley) 0
0-0 0, Yozwiak (Pleasant Valley) 1 0-2 3, Roberts
(PoconoMountainWest) 1 0-3 2, Perez (Pocono
Mountain West) 3 3-5 9, Durant (East Strouds-
burg North) 3 0-0 6, Steakin (East Stroudsburg
South) 0 2-2 2, Briggs (East Stroudsburg North)
1 0-2 2. Totals 13 7-18 34.
LVC East 29 23 — 52
MVC 16 18 — 34
3-point goals: LVC East 4 (Silfies, Scerbo 2,
Bowen), MVC 1 (Yozwiak).
All-Via team: Megan Bown (Northampton),

BeckyGuman (Central Catholic), Tanejha Smith
(Allen), Sequeena Thomas (Parkland), Alita
Zabrecky (Southern Lehigh).Via Player of the
Year: Guman. 3-point contest (top three):
Gina Steakin (ES South) 15, Julissa Muschlitz
(Wilson) 14, Tory Lacey (Catasauqua) 13.Note:
Steaken defeated boys winner Mike Ceron
(Freedom) 9-4 to win overall title.

BOYS GAMES
LVC WEST (104)
McPherson (Central Catholic) 7 1-3 17, Gumbs
(Allen) 2 4-4 8, Muhr (Parkland) 2 0-0 5, Clark
(Parkland) 8 6-14 22, Hartwell (Dieruff) 0 0-3 0,
Miorelli (Parkland) 0 0-1 0, Madouse (White-
hall) 3 0-0 6, Ayala (Allen) 6 3-4 15, Wiseley
(Emmaus) 1 0-0 2, Talib (Allen) 4 2-4 10, Ward
(Parkland) 6 0-0 12, Odom (Dieruff) 3 0-2 7.
Totals 42 16-35 104.
COLONIAL (101)
Huerta (Catasauqua) 2 0-0 6, Popovice (Bangor)
1 0-02, Hughes (NotreDame-GP)50-0 12, David-
son (Wilson) 5 0-0 10, Dawson (Catasauqua) 6
2-314,Bonser (Salisbury) 3 0-06,Grewal (South-
ern Lehigh) 2 3-5 8, Charles (Northern Lehigh) 6
0-0 12, Smith (Bangor) 2 1-1 6, Borst (Pen Argyl)
3 0-0 7, Touhey (Wilson) 2 0-0 4, Schmidt (South-
ern Lehigh) 6 1-2 14. Totals 43 7-11 101.
LVC West 49 55 — 104

Colonial League 44 57 — 101
3-point goals: LVC West 4 (McPherson 2,
Muhr, Odom), Colonial 8 (Huerta 2, Hughes 2,
Grewal, Smith, Borst, Schmidt).

LVC EAST (94)
Larks (Easton) 2 2-2 6, Rodriguez (Liberty) 0 1-2
1, Perez (Bethlehem Catholic) 3 4-6 10, Farkas
(Northampton) 1 0-0 3, McCready (Freedom) 4
0-0 8, Duffy (Phillipsburg) 3 3-4 10, McDermott
(Northampton) 3 0-1 7, Thieme (Liberty) 1 2-2 4,
Squires (Nazareth) 5 0-0 11, King (Phillipsburg)
3 0-0 7, Hankerson (Easton) 5 1-2 13, Padilla
(Freedom) 6 2-3 14. Totals 36 16-22 94.
MOUNTAIN VALLEY (97)
Strayhorn (PoconoMountainEast) 5 4-415, Gon-
sky (Notre Dame-ES) 1 0-0 3, Vargas (Faith
Christian) 5 0-1 11, King (East Stroudsburg
North) 3 1-2 7, Scott 5 3-4 13, Halicki (Pocono
Mountain East) 2 1-1 5, O'Malley (East Strouds-
burg South) 2 3-6 7, Harris (Pocono Mountain
East) 5 5-5 16, Maye (Stroudsburg) 3 3-6 9,
Johnson (PoconoMountainWest) 4 0-0 9, Acker-
man (Stroudsburg) 0 2-2 2. Totals 35 22-31 97.
Lehigh Valley Conf. East 47 47 — 94
Mountain Valley 39 58 — 97
3 point goals: LVC East 7 (Hankerson 2, Duffy,
McDermott, Squires, King, MVC 5 (Strayhorn,
Gonsky, Vargas, Harris, Johnson).
All-Via team: Jaleel Clark (Parkland), Zach
Hankerson (Easton), Terrance King (East
StroudsburgNorth), CorySchmidt (Southern Le-
high), Kyerell Scott (Pocono Mountain West).
Via Player of the Year: Clark. 3-point con-
test (top three):Mike Ceron 15, Corey Huerta
14, Cory Schmidt (Southern Lehigh) 12.

Tim Shoemaker is a freelance
writer.
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All buy prices include all rebates. In-stock units only.  All payments include $2,999 down + tax and license fees. ‘07, ‘06 at 8.99%, ‘05, ‘04 at 9.99%. Must be Tier 1 to qualify. 
0% for 36 months = $27.77 per thousands. See dealer for details. Sale ends 3/31/09
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THE “DEALMAKER”
WILL SELL YOU A NEW VEHICLE 
FOR LESS THAN ANYONE ELSE!

(JEEP IS A TRADEMARK STATEMENT OF CHRYSLER CORP.)

33
DAYS
ONLY! ONLY AT SHOEMAKER JEEP DOONLY AT SHOEMAKER JEEP DO

YOU GET ALL OF THE ABOVE  PLUS:PLUS:

EVERY JEEP DEALER HAS EMPLOYEE PRICING
EVERY JEEP DEALER HAS REBATES

EVERY JEEP DEALER HAS 0% FINANCING

’08 Commander Sport 
White, 20K, $32,285 $19,995 ............. $306/72 mo. 
’08 Liberty Sport 
Silver, 12K, $25,075 $17,981 ............. $269/72 mo. 
’08 Grand Cherokee Laredo 
Black, 16K, $32,555 $20,981 ............. $325/72 mo. 
’08 Sebring Touring 
Blue, 15K $15,995 $14,995 ..........$216/72 mo.
’08 Dodge Caliber SE 
Silver, 6K, $15,995 $14,500 ............... $207/72 mo. 
’08 PT Cruiser Touring 
Silver, 10K, $13,995 $12,495 ............. $171/72 mo. 

’07 Liberty Sport 
Red, 19K, $24,595 $15,981 ................ $235/72 mo. 
’07 Grand Cherokee Laredo 
White, 19K, $30,555 $18,495 ............. $276/72 mo. 
’07 Mitsubishi Galant SE
Maroon, 28K, $15,995 $12,995 ....$180/72 mo.
’07 Kia Spectra EX
Maroon, 26K, $12,995 $10,995 ....$144/72 mo.
’06 Liberty Sport
Blue, 15K, $14,995 $13,995 ..........$199/72 mo.
’06 Commander Sport 
Silver, 36K, $17,995 $16,995 ............. $253/72 mo. 

’06 Grand Cherokee Laredo 
Silver, 28K, $15,995 $14,995 ........$215/72 mo.
’06 Liberty Sport 
Green, 31K, $14,995 $13,995  ......$198/72 mo.
’06 Toyota Corolla LE 
Silver, 41K, $14,995 $13,995  ......$199/72 mo.
’06 Honda Civic SI 
Silver, 47K, $17,995 $16,995  ......$252/72 mo.
’05 VW Golf GLS 
Red, 42K, $14,500  $11,995 .........$162/72 mo.

’05 Toyota Highlander 
Blue, 35K, $18,995 $16,495 ..........$244/72 mo.
’05 Grand Cherokee Laredo
Silver, $14,995 $13,995 ................$204/72 mo.
’05 Grand Caravan SXT
Blue, 26k, $14,995 $13,995 ..........$204/72 mo.
’05 Durango SXT
Maroon, 43k, $14,995 $13,500 .....$195/72 mo.
’05 Honda Civic EX
Silver, 29k, $14,595 $12,995 ........$185/72 mo.

’05 Liberty Sport
Green, 44k, $13,995 $12,995 ........$188/72 mo.
’04 Chevy Malibu Maxx LX 
29K, $11,995 $10,495 ..................$139/72 mo.
’04 Grand Cherokee Laredo 
Blue, 71K, $11,995 $10,495 .........$148/72 mo.
‘99 Mercury Villager Sport 
Maroon, $5,995 ...................................$4,995

DEALMAKER BONUS
CASH COUPON

OFF YOUR BEST DEAL OR ADD TO TRADE

$1,000
              BRING THIS COUPON FOR YOUR $1000!              BRING THIS COUPON FOR YOUR $1000!

EVERYBODY QUALIFIES • TRADES WELCOME!EVERYBODY QUALIFIES • TRADES WELCOME!

Disclaimer: Limit 1 per customer. Coupon must be validated upon arrival. Prior sales excluded. Valid only with the purchase of in stock new cars only. Expires 3/31/09.

themorningcall.com/sports

BLOG

Kevin Mingora The Morning Call
LVC WEST’S ANGEL AYALA (left), from Allen, blocks the shot from the Colonial League’s Hadyn
Charles, of Northern Lehigh, during Saturday’s Via All-Star Basketball Classic.

Kevin Mingora The Morning Call
COLONIAL LEAGUE’S CORY SCHMIDT (12) goes up for a shot as
the LVC West’s M.J. Miorelli tries for the block.

Kevin Mingora The Morning Call
LVC WEST’S JESS FLAMM (6), from Central Catholic, tries to pass
as Colonial League’s Liz Demko (3), of Notre Dame-GP, defends.
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LVC wins
three of four

games
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