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Long-sought I-78 median barrier
could cross over into reality

210,656
The number of registered

voters in Lehigh County as of
April 2008. Approximately 48
percent were Democrats and
36 percent were Republicans.

INDEX: Police B3, 4 Obituaries B6, 7 Weather & Traffic B8

LEHIGH VALLEY HOSPITAL MARATHON

know?

DUI RULING:
Judge tosses
mom’s appeal
in fatal 2006
crash B3

Time flies for 26.2miles

Allentown-to-Easton
fundraising race tests
runners’ cool, calm.
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By Tim Shoemaker
Special to The Morning Call

Running a marathon is
hard enough, but try doing it
when you lose your training
watch or, even worse, lose
your way. That’s what hap-
pened Sunday to the top male
and female finishers in the
Lehigh Valley Hospital Mara-
thon for Via.

About a mile into the
26.2-mile run, Rob Weidman
lost his GPS training watch,
and with it his ability to keep
track of time and pacing. His
wristband broke, and the
watch bounced off the Hamil-

ton Street bridge and plunked
into the Lehigh River.

Around the 22-mile mark,
Carol Jefferson took a wrong
turn. After several moments
of panic with no one around,
a race volunteer emerged to
help get her back on the
course.

Despite this, Weidman and
Jefferson emerged as the top
male and top female finishers.

Weidman, a librarian at
Lehigh University and Kutz-
town resident, won his first
marathon in a time of
2:49:37, a personal best.

Jefferson, a shift supervisor
at a Starbucks in Limerick
Township, Montgomery Coun-
ty, not only found her way,
but was the first woman to
finish, in a time of 2:59:28. It
was the first marathon for the
Perkiomen Valley High and

Liberty University graduate.
“I knew I wanted to break

three hours, so I guess I did
OK, considering I probably
could have gone faster if I
went the right way the whole
time,” Jefferson said. “It was
a learning experience. I did it
for training. I was happy for a

while, but when I got lost, I
was so frustrated. I was
screaming and nobody was
answering. I don’t like stop-
ping in races.”

The LVH Marathon is a
fundraiser for Via, the Bethle-
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For foster teens, self-sufficiency is tough lesson
To independence:

Valley Youth House
guides them toward
steady adulthood.

Q: How many more people need
to die in crossover accidents
on I-78 before PennDOT puts

Jersey barriers in the median? Last
Tuesday a driver crossed the median
from westbound I-78 near Route 309
and struck and killed an eastbound
motorist. I remember a similar acci-
dent with multiple fatalities five years

ago between Routes 33 and 412. It
seems the cost of installing barriers
would be modest compared to the
cost, in human lives, of inaction.

Kelvin Smith
Bethlehem

A:
In January 2006, in response
to a fatal crossover crash the
previous month, PennDOT

officials said they had no plans to
add physical barriers along the
Northampton County portion of
I-78, most of which features lanes
separated by a grass median averag-
ing 60 feet in width, Kelvin.

But officials have continued to
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QUEEN CITY DAILY:We’re looking to hear from you.

IN YOUR TOWN: A list of upcoming events, B3

By Debbie Garlicki
Special to The Morning Call

On the brink of adult-
hood, Ruby Marin has
enjoyed more freedom and
shouldered more responsi-
bility than most 17-year-
olds. In the year leading up
to college, she had a job,

arranged her own transpor-
tation, bought groceries,
cooked her meals and
made her doctor appoint-
ments.

The Liberty High School
graduate has learned to
budget and to temper the
desire for instant gratifica-
tion. When a shirt in a
trendy Bethlehem store
caught her eye, she walked
away, knowing that if she
were to buy it, she’d have
to do without something
more important.

“There is more to life
than hair and clothes,”

said the wise-beyond-her-
years Marin, now a fresh-
man at Indiana University
of Pennsylvania.

She is one of about 170
youths, primarily from
Lehigh, Northampton and
Bucks counties, in various
independent living pro-
grams of Valley Youth
House, and is one of 32
teens and young adults in
a program called Realistic
Environment for Adoles-
cent Living for 16- to
21-year-olds who are tran-
sitioning from foster care
to independence. At this

stage of their lives, they
will not be adopted. In
some cases, their parents’
rights have been terminat-
ed.

Marin, who will be 18
on Sept. 21, entered foster
care when she was 12. She
started in the REAL pro-
gram at the beginning of
her senior year of high
school.

It is the first time that
Marin, who shared a Bethle-
hem apartment with two
other girls, had lived on
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Strike looms
with Saucon
Valley, staff
miles apart
Contract talks: School board,
teachers union reps hope to

meet this week to resolvewage,
health care coverage issues.

DID

Douglas Kilpatrick Special to The Morning Call
STEPHANIE MAGUSON, a math major at Lehigh University, gets congratulations from her fellow Kappa Alpha Theta sorority members as
she closes in on the marathon finish line Sunday at Riverside Park in Easton. The sorority entered two teams of five students each.

MATT SCOTT
(left) of Zions-
ville and Sam
Heller of Ore-
field lead the
Lehigh Valley
Hospital 5K Walk
through Bethle-
hem’s Colonial
Industrial Quar-
ter.
Douglas Kilpatrick
Special to
The Morning Call

Emily Robson
Special to The Morning Call

RUBY MARIN, in foster care
five years, is a college student.

By Tim Blangger
Of The Morning Call

With a strike set for Sept. 15, repre-
sentatives from the Saucon Valley
School Board and teachers union said
they hope to meet sometime this
week to resolve differences in their
stalled contract talks.

No date has been set for such
talks. Reached separately Sunday,
school board President Ralph Puerta
and the teachers union President
Vivian Demko said they would be
open to discussions. A state-appoint-
ed mediator is involved, the parties
said.

The sides remain far apart on sever-
al issues, including the critical areas
of wage increases and contributions
to health insurance.

The stalled talks led the union, the
Saucon Valley Education Association,
to notify the school board Saturday of
its intention to strike Sept. 15 if con-
tract issues are not resolved.

The union also distributed fliers at
Friday’s high school football game
detailing its position on negotiations.

In turn, the school board released
a six-page summary of contract nego-
tiations to media outlets Sunday,
calling the union’s flier inaccurate. It
also posted a copy of the summary on
the school district’s Web site.

While no formal negotiations have
been held since Aug. 20, both sides
confirmed holding at least three pri-
vate meetings, including two between
Puerta and Demko over the Labor Day
weekend.

“The process has never stopped,”
said Puerta. “The fact is, we were
asking for time, without the interfer-
ence of a strike.”
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hem nonprofit agency for
disabled people. The mara-
thon portion of the race
started at Ninth and Hamil-
ton streets in Allentown
and finished at Easton’s
Riverside Park.

Via also conducted
20-mile races, team relay
races and a 5K walk
through Bethlehem. Via
communications director
Lisa Walkiewicz said more
than 1,400 runners and
walkers, as well 350 volun-
teers, took part in the
event, which raised more
than $30,000.

Jefferson, 23, said that
she figured she would try a
marathon because of the
training she already put in
for her 5K and 10K races.
She will run again, possi-
bly in the Boston Mara-
thon, for which the LVH
Marathon is a qualifier.

“I’ve never done a mara-
thon before. I ran the 5K
and 10K in college,” she
said. “I wanted to try this
marathon to see how it
would be in a marathon. I
definitely know I want to
continue running. I ran in
high school and college, and
can’t see myself just stop-
ping.”

Weidman, 32, grew up in
Bellingham, Mass., about an
hour south of Boston. He
got into marathons about
four years ago and has run
the famous Boston Mara-
thon twice.

He finished second in
last year’s LVH Marathon.
He said his main concern
was his time, not necessari-
ly winning.

“It feels great,” he said.
“I’m really happy mostly
about the time. To put it in
perspective, in Boston I ran
2:56 and was in something
like 800th place. It’s more
about the time for me, but
of course it’s nice to win.”

Although the Boston
Marathon is a must-do for
him because of his Massa-
chusetts upbringing, he said
he enjoys running in small-
er races like this one.

“Because I’m from the
Boston area, I’ve always
wanted to do Boston,” he
said. “I prefer the smaller
race, because it feels more
like a race. I just like the
feel of it. In the first 10
miles [in Boston], it’s like
you’re a sardine.”

Tim Shoemaker is a freelance
writer.

her own. She kept her
room tidy even though
there was no one around to
nag her about dirty laun-
dry piles.

The youths, who are
referred to the program by
child welfare caseworkers,
live in homes that are sub-
sidized or rented by Valley
Youth House, an agency
that provides programs for
troubled, neglected or
abused youths and run-
aways. Valley Youth House
employees sleep at the
houses at night.

Marin, who worked at a
fast-food restaurant for
the past two years, gets
$40 a week for groceries
and a monthly bus pass
from Valley Youth House,
whose work is financially
supported by county gov-
ernments, especially
Northampton, Lehigh and
Bucks; Philadelphia; feder-
al and state grants; and
corporations, individuals
and the United Way of the
Greater Lehigh Valley.

For Marin and others,
the program is an opportu-
nity to wade into the REAL

world instead of being
thrown off the high dive
and left to sink or swim.

“When I go through the
stress of finishing high
school and thinking of
college, I stop and take a
look at my surroundings,”
she wrote in a poem that
was recognized earlier this
year by the state Child
Welfare Advisory Board.
“Why do the youth and
their families act without a
care, sometimes so confi-
dent that they can take life
for granted?

“It is because they come
from their homes full of
permanency. But where I
am from are many places
… where I am from is not
one place, and where I am
from, I am diverse.”

When she looks in the
mirror, Marin sees a girl
from California, one of six
children, some with differ-
ent fathers. Her poem
acknowledges that some
part of her will always be
the little girl who made
sand castles on the beach
and listened to the night
song of crickets before she
and a younger brother
were taken from an “un-
healthy” environment in
the family and lived in

various states.
After living on her own,

Marin looks in the mirror
and sees a self-reliant girl
whose confidence is build-
ing. “It surprised me that I
can do more than I
thought I was capable of
doing,” she said.

Marin has learned to
resolve conflicts with room-
mates and others on her
own and not to depend on
an adult to fight her bat-
tles, she said. She moti-
vates herself to study and
do chores, watches “the
money in my pocket” and
manages her time.

Knowing peers some-
times won’t listen, she
doesn’t lecture them about
staying in school and get-
ting a job. Some teens are
more mature than others,
she said, adding that “how
we do life” is different.

In her journal, she docu-
ments her doubts, frustra-
tions and worries. “Some-
times I think I am going to
be just another foster kid,”
she said.

When doubts surface,
she tells herself, “I have
made it this far. Stop say-
ing, ‘What if?’ ”

With help of a life skills
counselor, Marin was able

to contemplate a future
beyond the Taco Bell
where she worked, and
completed college financial
aid forms and obtained
grants.

“She has an internal
drive to succeed,” said
Lisa Weingartner, associ-
ate director of transitional
living for Valley Youth
House.

When Marin started
classes at Indiana Universi-
ty in August, she was more
prepared than some of her
classmates for the pitfalls
of independence. Marin
wants to study biology and
hopes, one day, to get into
medical school. Her goal is
to be a cardiologist.

In her poem, Marin
wrote, “Where I am from
will never change.”

But self-sufficiency has
better equipped her for
where she is going. If she
stumbles along the way,
she sees a purpose in that,
too.

“Some people,” Marin
mused, “need to fail to
accomplish what they need
to do.”

Debbie Garlicki is a freelance
writer.
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“I prefer the
smaller race,
because it feels
more like a race.”

ROBWEIDMAN
Kutztown

At the final private
meeting, Demko said signif-
icant progress had been
made and both sides said if
they could get past the
health insurance and salary
issues, “we could have
contract,” Demko said.

In its negotiation sum-
mary, the school board
said it is offering teachers
a 4.7 percent salary in-
crease the first year, while
teachers union is seeking a
6.4 percent increase.

Regarding health care,
teachers currently make no
contribution for individual
coverage, but pay $45 a
month for spouses and
other family members.

Under the district’s
proposal, teachers would
pay $30 a month for indi-
vidual coverage, $45 a
month for husband and
wife and $80 a month for
families. By year four,
those amounts would in-
crease to $80, $110 and
$180 a month, respective-
ly.

Demko said the union
hasn’t made a counteroffer
for single coverage. For a
husband and wife, the
union is proposing $40 a
month with the amount
rising to $60 at the end of
five years. For families, the
union is proposing teach-
ers pay $50 month and $70
at the end of five years.

The two sides also have
been at odds over details
in promotion pay of teach-
ers and a retirement incen-
tive.

Saucon Valley teachers
last went on strike for one
day in 2005 over contract
language that did not in-
volve pay or benefit issues.

Saturday’s seven-day
notice of the intent to
strike, five days more than
required by state law, was
given to allow parents time
to arrange for day care,
but also as a way to speed
along the negotiations,
said Demko.

tim.blangger@mcall.com
610-820-6722
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monitor the situation, and
while they say further
study is needed, safety
enhancements including
barriers will be considered,
said Mike Rebert, district
executive for Allentown-
based District 5.

“In light of some of the
[crossover] accidents, we
want to look at the crash
history to see if there are
some counter-measures”
that sensibly can be ap-
plied on I-78, Rebert said
after Tuesday’s fatal.

Warrior readers are way
ahead of him. Several oth-
ers responded to Tuesday’s
tragedy, the most recent in
a number of fatal I-78
crossover crashes in our
region in recent years,
many involving vehicles
traversing the entire grass
median and striking oncom-
ing traffic.

Such was the case last
week, as Paul Castiglia, 63,
of Palmer Township died

after his eastbound car was
hit head-on by Katherine
Schettini’s westbound
vehicle. State police have
released no information on
the cause of the 5 p.m.
crash, possible charges, or
other details. Schettini,
49, of Upper Macungie
Township suffered unspeci-
fied injuries.

Even prior to that acci-
dent, many calls for median
barriers had pulled into the
e-mail garage since the
Warrior last addressed the
issue 2 1/2 years ago.

Previously, officials
defended grass medians as
generally safer than physi-
cal barriers. The grassy
area, if spacious enough,
offers errant vehicles the
chance to regain control,
avoiding collisions, officials
said. Crashing into barri-
ers, particularly those made
of reinforced concrete,
poses a safety risk of its
own.

In principle, that’s all
still true, traffic-safety
experts agree. The Ameri-
can Association of State

Highway and Transporta-
tion Officials says barriers
increase the frequency of
crashes because they pro-
vide no recovery zone, and
among other disadvantages,
the group lists installation
and maintenance costs,
exposure of maintenance
personnel, restricting snow-
removal and other mainte-
nance, and limiting emer-
gency-vehicle access.

As such, AASHTO does
not recommend median
barriers for all highway
applications.

But barriers have been
gaining favor among safety
officials. AASHTO recom-
mends them for highway
median widths of 30 feet or
less, regardless of traffic
volume; says they should
be considered when the
width is 30 to 50 feet and
average daily traffic ex-
ceeds 20,000 both ways;
and lists them as “option-
al” for widths exceeding 50
feet, regardless of volume.
(I-78 averages more than
52,000 vehicles per day.)

The Federal Highway

Administration considers
barriers in proper applica-
tions “a proven safety tech-
nology that prevents deadly
median crossover crashes.”

The proper type of barri-
er can have dramatic re-
sults. South Carolina added
three-strand cable fencing
on 314 miles of interstate,
preventing more than
1,900 vehicles from cross-
ing medians over a three-
year period, FHWA re-
ports. Eight fatalities were
reported over a three-year
period — down from 70
deaths over two years
(1999 and 2000) before the
barriers went in. AASHTO
says other states report
positive results with barri-
ers as well.

The Warrior couldn’t
acquire complete, compara-
ble I-78 accident data in
time for this column. But
partial figures suggest that
even adjacent oncoming
lanes separated by solid
concrete barriers, which
make up most of the Le-
high County portion of 78,
offer a better safety cush-

ion than 60-foot grass
medians.

If that’s the case, deflec-
tive barriers such as the
cable design popular in
other states might torque
up the safety factor on the
grass-median section of
78, or at least parts of it.

So officials will study
the accident statistics and
other factors more thor-
oughly to determine wheth-
er barriers should be in-
stalled, and if so, what
kind, or if other improve-
ments should be made.

All options are on the
roadway: “We’re not rul-
ing anything out,” said
PennDOT engineer Gerald
Fry.

Rebert said he hopes the
study can be completed in
six to eight months.

Road Warrior appears Mon-
days and Fridays. E-mail ques-
tions about roadways, traffic
and transportation to
hartzell@mcall.com. Please
include your name and the
municipality where you live. Or,
write to Road Warrior, The
Morning Call, 101 N. Sixth St.,
Allentown, PA 18101-1480.

Emily Robson Special to The Morning Call
RUBY MARTIN, a Liberty High School graduate, says it’s
difficult for many foster children to envision a stable
adulthood. ‘I am from ... many places,’ she wrote.

Douglas Kilpatrick Special to The Morning Call
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL’S Fife and Drum Corps lead the start of the Lehigh Valley Hospital Via
5K Walk through Bethlehem’s Colonial Industrial Quarter. The walk raises money for Via’s
Community Connections program, which helps people with disabilities.

Don Fisher The Morning Call
THIS FATAL SEPT. 2 CRASH on I-78 involved a westbound vehicle crossing the grassy median and hitting an eastbound car driven by Paul Castiglia of Palmer
Township. Mike Rebert of PennDOT said the agency will examine crash histories to see if there are some counter-measures that can be applied on I-78.
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