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WARNS HARD WINTER AHEAD
PREDICTION

LOOKS LIKE WE’RE IN FOR STORMY WEATHER, ALMANAC SAYS,

VALLEY
U. SAUCON TWP. 

WOMAN KILLED IN 
2-VEHICLE WRECK
Kimberly Ann Sisler, 43,
of Upper Black Eddy,
was killed Sunday after-
noon in a crash on the
2900 block of Flint Hill
Road, Lehigh County
Coroner Scott Grim
said.

Sisler was riding a
motorcycle that collided
with a car, Grim said.
She was pronounced
dead at the crash, he
said.

Upper Saucon police
were not releasing any
details until the investi-
gation is completed, a
township police officer
said Sunday night.

Grim said an autopsy
for Sisler is scheduled
for Tuesday.

PLAINFIELD TWP.

FIRE DAMAGES
RESTAURANT
Township Fire Marshal
Tim Frankenfield said a
blaze broke out about
1:15 a.m. Saturday in
the basement of J.R.
Smokehouse, 1420
Jacobsburg Road.

Frankenfield said the
cause of the fire has
not yet been deter-
mined but it did not
appear to be suspi-
cious.

He said the building
appeared to be struc-
turally sound, but the
restaurant would likely
be closed briefly.

REGION

LIONS CLUB PLANS
FUNDRAISER RIDE
The Belvidere Lions
Club is sponsoring a
motorcycle ride
fundraiser Sept. 21 to
benefit the Belvidere
Ambulance Corp.

Registration for the ride
begins 9:30 a.m. at
Tramontin
Harley–Davidson in
Hope Township.

The ride will cover a 70-
mile route through
Sussex and Warren
counties followed by a
picnic at Belvidere
Manor from 2:30 to 5
p.m.

For more information,
call 908-475-2274.

NAZARETH

TROLLEY TOUR SET
FOR BOROUGH
The Nazareth Area
Chamber of Commerce
is offering a trolley tour
showcasing available
retail and commercial
properties in the
Nazareth and Bath
areas. The tour leaves
8:30 a.m. Thursday at
240 S. Main St.

For more information,
call 610-759-9188.

In Brief

BY DOUGLAS B. BRILL
The Express-Times

BANGOR | Dorothy Poad,
who signed up to play her alto
saxophone with the Bangor
Area marching band for the
first time in 62 years, wanted to
know which of her classmates
would join her.

A registration list for Bangor
Alumni Band Night showed
170 alumni committed to a per-
formance at Bangor Area’s
homecoming football game.

But Poad, 80, of Bangor, was
the only graduate from 1946.

“I guess they didn’t practice
like I did,” she said.

Few have, aside from Poad’s
sister, Evelyn Morgan, 85, of
Pen Argyl, who made a living
teaching and playing music af-

ter she graduated from Bangor
in 1941. Those saxophonists are
the most senior in a reunion
group that becomes more mul-
tifaceted by the day.

The alumni band is to per-
form in pregame and halftime
shows with the current Bangor
Area band Oct. 10 when the
Slaters take on Catasauqua
High School.

Anyone who has been a part

BY JD MALONE
The Express-Times

BETHLEHEM | Donald Lau-
denslager stepped Sunday
across the finish line of the 5k
walk event of the Lehigh Valley
Hospital Marathon for Via be-
neath the Hill-to-Hill Bridge
and was greeted by a few of his
teammates.

“We’re Donny’s Big Dogs,”
Laudenslager’s uncle Mike Lil-
ly said of the team that includ-
ed Laudenslager’s aunt Carol
Lilly and dad, Keith. “He’s our
team captain. He’s my little
buddy.”

Laudenslager, 14, of Bath,
has Down syndrome and re-
ceives services from Via of the
Lehigh Valley. The Lillys and
Laudenslagers beamed as the
family that brought in $1,200 in
pledges for the walk rested in
the shade after the 5k hike
through the city.

“It was a nice turnout,” Car-
ol Lilly said.

Via of the Lehigh Valley is a
nonprofit organization that pro-
vides assistance to develop-
mentally disabled children and
adults.

BY SARA K. SATULLO
The Express-Times

BETHLEHEM | Four-year-old
Albert Steven Vazquez started
school for the first time last
week.

He already knows his fa-

vorite part: learning to read.
“I like the toys, too,” he

added Wednesday as he made
a star out of Play-Doh.

He doesn’t understand at his
age playing is learning. Or that
research shows attending a
prekindergarten program
makes him more likely to go to
college and less likely to drop

out of high school or go to jail.
To him, it’s just fun.
But his interest and enthusi-

asm is a testament to what child
educators say they already
know: Early intervention and
investment in education creates
more interested learners and
reaps great yields.
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Sarah Grossman leads the Freedom High School fife and drum corps across the Monocacy Creek in Bethlehem
during the Lehigh Valley Hospital Marathon for Via. For video of Sunday’s event, visit lehighvalleylive.com.
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Dorothy Poad and Evelyn Morgan intend to 
participate Oct. 10 in the Bangor Alumni Band Night.
So far, 170 alumni are set to play at the Bangor Area
High School football game that day.

PREKINDERGARTEN
program expands.

SPARK ignites
interest in school

ORGANIZER SAYS warm
weather brought 
strong turnout.

Hundreds walk, run for Via

BANGOR GRADUATES
sign up to play Oct. 10
during homecoming.

Alumni back in the band
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Children play Wednesday at the SPARK early 
childhood learning program site in the Boys & Girls
Club of Bethlehem.

BY DOUGLAS B. BRILL
The Express-Times

Becky Long was on a hos-
pital bed recovering from a
paralyzing stroke when her
husband told her about Ban-
gor Alumni Band Night. She
said she’d be there.

“When I told her about
the reunion, she said, ‘I only
have a month to go. I better
get working,’” Josh Long said.

Long, 27, co-owns the Art

and Music Emporium in
downtown Bangor, was
named director of the Slate
Belt Heritage Days this year
and helps in downtown revi-
talization efforts.

She suffered a stroke in
May that paralyzed her from
the neck down.

Now she’s at the Magee
Rehabilitation Hospital in
Philadelphia. Movement has
returned to her arms and

legs, and she’s learning to
walk again, Josh Long said.

Becky Long was a ma-
jorette until she graduated in
1999. She hopes to twirl a ba-
ton at Bangor Alumni Band
Night scheduled for Oct. 10 at
Bangor Memorial Park dur-
ing Bangor Area High
School’s homecoming foot-
ball game.

Josh Long, who met Becky

Reunion spurs on recovery

Visit lehighvalleylive.com
to see which teams
finished first in the
Lehigh Valley Hospital
Marathon for Via.

THE WINNERS
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Hundreds walk, run to support Via 
Organizer says warm weather brought strong turnout. 
Monday, September 08, 2008 
By JD MALONE 
The Express-Times 

BETHLEHEM | Donald Laudenslager stepped Sunday across the finish line of the 5k walk event of the 
Lehigh Valley Hospital Marathon for Via beneath the Hill-to-Hill Bridge and was greeted by a few of his 
teammates.  

"We're Donny's Big Dogs," Laudenslager's uncle Mike Lilly said of the team that included Laudenslager's 
aunt Carol Lilly and dad, Keith. "He's our team captain. He's my little buddy."  

Laudenslager, 14, of Bath, has Down syndrome and receives services from Via of the Lehigh Valley. The 
Lillys and Laudenslagers beamed as the family that brought in $1,200 in pledges for the walk rested in the 
shade after the 5k hike through the city.  

"It was a nice turnout," Carol Lilly said.  

Via of the Lehigh Valley is a nonprofit organization that provides assistance to developmentally disabled 
children and adults.  

Donald Laudenslager agreed as the 450 or so registered walkers flooded the parking lot, drinking water, 
eating Panera Bread handouts and leading dogs on leashes.  

Ashley Madea, a Lehigh University student majoring in special education, helped Lauren Haberern water 
Oscar, a red, 5-month-old mini dachshund that walked at least a mile of the course.  

"We cheated a little," Haberern said, admitting she carried the little guy once he got tired.  

Via special event assistant Gina Stano said Sunday's mild, sunny weather contributed to the tremendous 
turnout for the walk and marathon. The marathon, which snaked along the Lehigh River from Allentown to 
Easton, attracted more than 1,400 runners -- better than 10 times last year's attendance, Stano said.  

"We couldn't have asked for a better day," Stano said.  

Timothy Tatkovsky, walking as part of a team from St. Luke's Hospital, brought his two daughters, Rebecca 
Tatkovsky and Shelby Benner. The girls said the walk was tough and next year they hope to tackle the 26.2 
miles of the marathon.  

Pujo, a black, 2-year-old pug, didn't make it far on the course, but owner Julie Williams gave him a treat 
anyway. Williams works at Wegmans, which was an event sponsor. She has co-workers and friends who 
have Down syndrome.  

"I'm walking for them," Williams said.  

Bart Bartholomew, his wife, Christine, and their black-and-tan Doberman pinscher, Doobie, found out about 
the walk Friday.  

"We run almost every day, so we said, 'We might as well run there,'" Bartholomew said. "And it's for a great 
cause."  

Reporter JD Malone can be reached at 610-867-5000 or by e-mail at jdmalone@express-times.com.  

 
©2008 The Express-Times 

© 2008 lehighvalleylive.com All Rights Reserved.

Page 1 of 1lehighvalleylive.com's Printer-Friendly Page

9/18/2008http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-0/122084675977450.xml&coll=3




