
BY PAUL SOKOLOSKI
The Express-Times

The first time Kevin Shoemaker started a
competitive swimming race, he couldn’t wait
to stop.

“My first race ever was the 25-meter back-
stroke, in the summer league when I was six,”
Shoemaker recalled with a laugh. “It took me
four minutes to finish. I stopped halfway
through and said, ‘I don’t want to do this any-
more.’ “

There hasn’t been a hint of quit in him since.
If anyone needs proof, all they need to do

is look at the final 25 yards of this year’s PI-
AA Class AA boys championship butterfly
race.

That’s where Saucon Valley High School’s
senior star electrified the state with a dramat-
ic come-from-behind finishing sprint to cap-
ture the gold medal and earn The Express-
Times 2008 boys swimmer of the year award.

“I think it’s probably the best swim I’ve had
in my career,” Shoemaker said. “I think I swam
my heart out in that race.”

It was a poetic end to what was arguably
the greatest swimming career the Panthers
have ever seen.

And it didn’t happen by accident.
“His distinguishing quality would be his

determination,” said his brother Kyle Shoe-
maker, who set a state record in last year’s
breaststroke while winning the first gold
medal in Saucon Valley history before heading
off to swim for Clemson University. “He al-
ways seemed like he was more determined.”

Kevin Shoemaker’s non-stop work ethic
and burning desire to be the best took him to

NCAA BASKETBALL

THURSDAY’S SCORES
Xavier  . . . . . . . . .79 (OT)
West Virginia  . . .75 (OT)

Louisville . . . . . . . . . . .79
Tennessee  . . . . . . . . .60

North Carolina  . . . . . .68
Washington State  . . .47

UCLA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88
Western Kentucky  . . .78

TTOONNIIGGHHTT’’SS GGAAMMEESS

n Texas vs. Stanford,
7:27 p.m.

n Memphis vs. Michigan
State, 30 minutes
following

n Davidson vs.
Wisconsin, 7:10 p.m.

n Kansas vs. Villanova,
30 minutes following

SPORTS

MSG BACKS OUT 
OF PLAN TO MOVE 
Madison Square Garden
has backed out of a $14
billion plan to move into
a landmark post office
building that would have
become part of a new
Penn Station.

Garden spokesman Barry
Watkins said the sports
arena has decided to
renovate its existing loca-
tion rather than move
into the building that the
state wanted it to share
in the Moynihan station
project.

BASEBALL

POLK STEPS DOWN 
AT MISSISSIPPI ST. 
Ron Polk is resigning as
Mississippi State’s base-
ball coach after this
season, his 29th at the
school and 35th as a
college head coach.

Polk, the Southeastern
Conference’s winningest
baseball coach, ranks
among the nation’s top
10 in career victories
with 1,360 and has the
fifth-most wins among
active coaches. He
guided the Bulldogs to
the College World Series
last season and has
taken 23 of 34 teams to
NCAA regional play.

ON THIS DAY IN 1944

Doug Hawk rolls 700
series on consecutive days
for different teams in the
Easton Businessmen’s
Bowling League to earn
the mythical “Bowler of
the Week” award from
writer Chet Butler.
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Rangers beat 
Devils for seventh

straight time. 
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[
ALL-AREA LINEUP Sunday, March 16 All-area wrestling team | Monday, March 17 Wrestling coach of the year | Tuesday, March 18 Wrestler of the year |

Wednesday, March 19 Girls basketball team | Thursday, March 20 Girls basketball player of the year | Friday, March 21 Girls basketball coach of the year |

Saturday, March 22 Boys basketball coach of the year | Sunday Boys basketball team | Monday Boys basketball player of the year | Tuesday All-Area girls swimming |

Wednesday Girls swimmer of the year | Thursday All-area boys swimming | TODAY Boys swimmer of the year | Saturday Swimming coach of the year 
]
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Saucon Valley senior Kevin Shoemaker electrified the state with a dramatic 
come-from-behind finishing sprint to capture the Class AA gold medal in the butterfly. |  PLEASE SEE SWIMMER, C6

Panthers’ Kevin
Shoemaker caps
career with a
golden moment   

A Shoe-in at Saucon

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Three-pointers saved
Xavier. Missed free throws
doomed West Virginia.

B.J. Raymond made two 3-
pointers in the last 1:18 of over-
time Thursday night and the
Musketeers advanced to the

West Region final in Phoenix
with a 79-75 victory over
coach Bob Huggins’ Moun-
taineers.

Third-seeded Xavier (30-6)
rallied from a six-point deficit
in overtime, and will seek its
first Final Four appearance

when it plays UCLA on Satur-
day. The Bruins won 88-78 in
Thursday’s late game.

Raymond, who had made
only one field goal all night, hit
a 3-pointer from the top of the
key to put the Musketeers
ahead 75-74 with 1:18 to play.
He then shook loose on an in-
bounds play, took a crosscourt
pass and made a 3 with the

shot clock expiring with 30
seconds to go for a 78-74 lead.

Josh Duncan scored a ca-
reer-high 26 points despite
foul trouble to lead Xavier.
Raymond’s eight points all
came in overtime.

Xavier, which led by 18 ear-
ly in the game, rallied from a
71-65 deficit in overtime.

Joe Alexander scored 18

and had 10 rebounds for the
Mountaineers (26-11) but
missed a crucial free throw
with 14.2 seconds left in regu-
lation that would have given
his team a 65-64 lead.

West Virginia also missed
four of six free throws in over-
time. 

Da’Sean Butler added 16

NCAA MEN’S TOURNAMENT. Musketeers rally past
West Virginia in OT, join North Carolina in Elite 8.

Xavier in ‘Elite’ company

|  PLEASE SEE NCAA, C6
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Phillipsburg Catholic graduate Tom Brennan
delivers the keynote speech.

BY BRUCE BURATTI
The Express-Times

BETHLEHEM TWP. | Tom Bren-
nan is one of the most recogniza-
ble faces in Vermont and now that
he’s getting face time on ESPN as
a men’s basketball analyst, he’s be-
come more of a global entity.

Not a bad gig for a Phillipsburg
Catholic graduate who uses hu-
mor to spread the Brennan gospel.

“My last year at the University
of Vermont (as head coach), I was
recruiting this kid from upstate
New York and I wasn’t sure if I
wanted to visit the family,” he said.
“I had kidney stones, I was in pain
and I was taking some pills, one of
the side effects being frequent uri-
nation. 

“But I went anyway and the kid

lived in a home that must have cost
at least a million. I’m sitting on this
couch that must have cost $5,000
and the next thing I know I peed
in my pants. I told the young man
that I can’t give him a car, I can’t
give him money but I can pee on
his couch.”

This is just one of several hu-
morous tales Brennan spun before
a crowd of 700 at the Via All-Star
Basketball Classic banquet which
honored four additional Lehigh
Valley Basketball Hall of Fame in-
ductees as well as the 80 seniors
from the Lehigh Valley and Moun-
tain Valley conferences, Colonial
League and independent schools
who will be taking part in the four
games Saturday in the 33rd 

VIA ALL-STAR BASKETBALL BANQUET. ESPN analyst,
P’burg Catholic grad is no joke as keynote speaker.

Brennan wows
banquet crowd

BY CHUCK GIVLER
The Express-Times

Marco Andretti has some-
thing to prove as he kicks off
his third Indy car season this
weekend in the Indy 300 at
Homestead-Miami Speedway.

Last March at the start of
the season, Andretti never
dreamed that a year later he’d
be hyped to be the Comeback
Kid. 

Andretti, and many others,
figured the grandson of racing
great Mario Andretti was a le-
gitimate contender for last
season’s IRL IndyCar Series
championship crown. 

Call it a sophomore slump
or whatever, but 2007 was
more a struggle than anything
else the for the Bushkill Town-
ship native, who drives for his

father Michael Andretti’s
powerhouse team  

“It was definitely not a sat-
isfactory season for me,” Mar-
co Andretti said. “I was sure
we were a contender. I never
dreamed our results would fall

IRL INDYCAR SERIES. Bushkill Twp. native begins
comeback run after disappointing second season.

Optimism abounds
for Marco Andretti    

|  PLEASE SEE IRL, C6|  PLEASE SEE VIA, C6

n SSiittee:: Homestead, Fla.

n SScchheedduullee:: Today, quali-
fying 6:30 p.m.; Saturday,
race 8 p.m.

n TTrraacckk:: Homestead-Miami
Speedway.

n RRaaccee ddiissttaannccee:: 300
miles, 200 laps.

n TTVV:: ESPN2.

IRL GAINSCO 300

Sports Brief
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places only his brother can
relate to.

He won five District 11
championships in five differ-
ent events during his final
three high school seasons. He
set district standards in the
200 IM last year and in the
100 freestyle this year. He had
earned medals in state com-
petition before while helping
to raise Saucon Valley from a
fledgling program to one of
the district’s elite.

But he had never brought
back a PIAA gold medal.

“That was my goal from
the beginning of the season,
to win states,” Shoemaker
said.

In one memorable burst,
he made it happen.

Trailing York Suburban’s
Harry Foster for most of the
state final, Shoemaker made
a mad dash down the stretch
to finish in 50.25 and pull out

The Express-Times area’s
lone state gold medal by 0.27
seconds.

“He came out and did
what he set his mind to do,”
Saucon Valley coach Ed
Kolosky said, “which is win

the gold in the 100 fly.”
“That was by far the most

exciting race I’ve seen him
swim,” said Kyle Shoemaker,
who drove back from Clem-
son to watch it.

Through his entire career,

though, Kevin Shoemaker
has filled the Panthers pro-
gram with non-stop energy
and constant thrills.

“When Kevin walks in a
natatorium,” Kolosky said,
“the kids look at him and go
‘Wow.’ They’re in awe of what
he does. He shows by exam-
ple. And humility? Oh my
gosh, he’s as humble as can
be.”

“He’s a motivator,” said
Saucon Valley junior Alex
Wolf, who finished third to
Shoemaker in the district 100
freestyle. “In the relays, it’s so
cool. You get working with
him, he knows how to get you
really fired up. Our team
wouldn’t be as good as it is
without him.”

The son of Larry and Ellen
Shoemaker of Hellertown re-
alizes that.

He was just entering high
school when the family
moved from the Hack-
ettstown School District in
New Jersey into the Saucon
Valley School District in an
effort to ease the driving dis-

tance the boys had been trav-
eling to swim at Lehigh Uni-
versity with the Atlantis
Aquatic Club. 

“I was excited,” said Kevin
Shoemaker, who will try to
help the Marist men defend
their Metro Atlantic Confer-
ence championship next sea-
son. “The reason we moved,
a lot of it, was because of
swimming. We were com-
muting to Lehigh University
every day.”

When he enrolled at his
new high school, the Pan-
thers were just starting a boys
swim program.

“Five or six guys genuine-
ly wanted to swim,” Shoe-
maker said of his freshman
year a Saucon Valley.

By the time he walked
away, with the second gold
medal in Saucon Valley histo-
ry hanging from his neck,
Shoemaker had lifted the
program to new heights.

“When I started, they did-
n’t have a high school team,”
Shoemaker said. “To build
from that to a team of 19, 20

guys going to districts, going
to states, it’s been an honor to
be part of it.”

He just may have been the
biggest part.

“He and Kyle have been
pioneers in this program,”
Kolosky said. “It’s not an ac-
cident. These guys, Kevin’s
influence and Kyle’s influ-
ence, have rubbed off on
these boys. They’re hungry. A
lot of that has to do with
Kevin and Kyle’s influence.”

“You can’t live on a legacy
of two brothers forever,”
Kevin Shoemaker cautioned.

But you can sure remem-
ber the shining example they
set.

“He absolutely was always
the one pushing to go to sec-
ond workouts, to do the extra
1,000 yards at practice,” Kyle
Shoemaker said of his broth-
er. “I think I was pushed by
him at some points. His suc-
cess this year is just an accu-
mulation of his hard work.”

“It turned out,” Kevin
Shoemaker said, “as best as I
could hope for.”

Continued from C1

SWIMMER:
A Shoe-in at Saucon Winners of The Express-Times Boys Swimmer of the Year Award:

22000088 — Kevin Shoemaker, Saucon Valley

22000077 — Kyle Shoemaker, Saucon Valley

22000066 — Tommy DiMarco, Nazareth

22000055 — Kyle Shoemaker, Saucon Valley

22000044 — Steve Martucci, Easton

22000033 — Chip Campbell, Liberty

22000022 — Eric Bugby, Notre Dame

22000011 — Matt Erdosy, Northampton

22000000 — Todd Long, Liberty

11999999 — Chad Stauffer, Northampton

11999988 — Joe Piorkowski, Easton

11999977 — Jason Ellow, Liberty

11999966 — Jason Ellow, Liberty

11999955 — (tie) Dan and Steve Medei, Northampton

11999944 — Jim Broughal, Freedom

BEST OF THE BEST

BY CHUCK GIVLER
The Express-Times

GREAT MEADOWS | A race
track tucked away in a corner
of Warren County near Hack-
ettstown, Island Dragway is
up and running for its 48th
consecutive season.

A dragstrip carved out of
lush farming land by Cather-
ine Kowalick and her late hus-
band Edward, Island Drag-
way first opened its gates in Ju-
ly 1960. It once hosted the
cream of NHRA drag racing. 

In 1962, “Big Daddy” Don
Garlitz posted the first official-
ly recorded 201-plus mph pass
at Island. 

In those days local tracks

like Island throughout the
country hosted big events,
with only a small number of
national events on the sched-
ule.

Over the years the NHRA
exploded in popularity and
now it’s premier POWERade
Drag Racing Series by-passes
the local strips.

But Island remains an
NHRA-sanctioned track
where the American culture’s
need for speed is addressed
with weekly drag racing.

Speedsters from the area
and region bring an assort-
ment of vehicles from street-
legal family sedans to high-
tech dragsters, funny cars and

motorcycles 
At Island, there’s even a

junior dragster class for
youngsters.

Rain and the resulting
flooding have curtailed some
of the March events.

But track manager Kathy
Kowalick DeMarky of Hack-
ettstown says all systems are
go for test&tune and gamblers’
runs today and Saturday.

Friday, April 4 marks the
start of street-legal car drag
racing, which draws more
than 100 cars weekly.  

Anyone with a state-regis-
tered and inspected car with a
muffler and possessing a hel-
met can make like a John
Force, Melanie Troxell, Bran-
don Bernstein or Ashley
Force. 

The season-long Summit
Point Series for all classes
kicks off at Island on Saturday,
April 12.

The track has an up-to-
date grandstand. But atten-
dees are allowed to wander
the pits and check out the cars. 

New track at Millville
With the recent shuttering

of the race track known for
most of its 57-year history as
Wall Stadium, the number of
racing facilities in New Jersey
continues to shrink. 

But bucking the trend is the
New Jersey Motorsports Park
in Millville, currently under
development. 

Not far from Philadelphia,
the upscale 700-acre complex
will eventually include two

road-racing courses, a tri-oval,
a karting track and an ATV
course. 

The first of three phases is
just about complete. It in-
cludes world-class Thunder-
bolt and Lightning road cours-
es, named after the fighter
planes produced at a nearby
site during World War II.

In September, the Grand-
Am Rolex Sports Car Series
and the ARCA stock car group
are scheduled to race.

The facility will also be set
up like a private golf club, but
for owners of sports cars in-
stead of golf clubs. 

Big Diamond opener
The 2008 dirt-track stock

car season opens Saturday
night at Big Diamond Race-

way with a big-block modified
program featuring a 40-lap,
$4,000-to-win main event. 

The track in Forestville,
Pa., near Pottsville, kicks off
its regular small-block modi-
fied season schedule on April
4. 

Rick Laubach of Heller-
town, a Big Diamond regular,
is off to a fast start.

Laubach’s already claimed
the $6,900 first-place prize in
the 50-lap feature at Selins-
grove (Pa.) Speedway last
week and was third at Hager-
stown, Md., in the East Coast
Opener won by Brett Hearn of
Sussex, N.J.

Chuck Givler covers motorsports
for The Express-Times. He can be
reached at sports@express-
times.com.

MOTORSPORTS ROUNDUP. Anyone with a helmet
and legal car can race NHRA-sanctioned strip.

An Island haven for drag racers
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points, 14 in the second half,
for the Mountaineers.  Alexan-
der and Butler both fouled out
in overtime.

Xavier shot 11-for-19 on 3s
while West Virginia was 1-for-
11 from long range. The Moun-
taineers had only one worse
performance on 3s this season,
going 1-for-22 in a loss to
Cincinnati.

Xavier has been in a re-
gional final only once, in 2004.

Despite the loss, Huggins
has had quite the comeback
with the school he played for.
Out of work two years ago, he
barely missed taking a team to
the regional final for the
fourth time.

Huggins got fired at Cincin-
nati — a school he led to the
1992 Final Four — after a
drunken driving arrest and sat
out a season before surfacing at
Kansas State in 2007. He guid-
ed that team to the NIT, where
it lost in the second round.

Huggins and his team
seemed right among basket-
ball’s elite in reaching the
round of 16.

Duncan drew his fourth
foul with 12½ minutes left in
regulation. He came out
briefly, then returned and was
on the court almost the entire
rest of the game. When it was
over, he grabbed the ball and
hurled it in to the wildly cheer-
ing Xavier booster section.

The Musketeers built a big
lead at the start, but West Vir-
ginia scored the final five
points of the half to cut it to 32-
25 at the break, then pulled
even midway through the sec-
ond half.

The Mountaineers took
their first lead of the game at
51-50 on Butler’s 8-foot bank
shot with 9:41 left.

There were six lead
changes and four ties the re-
mainder of regulation.

North Carolina 68, Wash-
ington State 47 — In Char-
lotte, N.C., Tyler Hansbrough
scored 16 of his 18 points in
the second half and the top-
seeded Tar Heels, not known
for their defense, held Wash-
ington State to 32-percent
shooting.

North Carolina is back to
the NCAA round of eight for
the second straight season.

Danny Green had 15 points
to help the Tar Heels (35-2)
set a school record for victo-
ries in a season while contin-
uing their dominant tourna-
ment run. The No. 1 overall
seed will play the Louisville-
Tennessee winner Saturday
with a clear home-court ad-
vantage, playing in an arena
located about two hours from
its Chapel Hill campus.

North Carolina improved
to 24-1 in NCAA games played
in its home state, and for the
first time in this tournament,
the Tar Heels didn’t crack 100
points. It didn’t matter.

Washington State’s
perimeter scorers, Derrick
Low, Kyle Weaver and Taylor
Rochestie, couldn’t get their
shots to fall. They combined
for 26 points on 10-for-37
shooting for the Cougars (26-9).

Low and center Aron
Baynes scored 14 points each.

Louisville 79, Tennessee
60 — In Charlotte, N.C.,
Louisville’s suffocating de-
fense has coach Rick Pitino a
step away from a sixth trip to
the Final Four.

Earl Clark scored 17 points
and had 12 rebounds, and Piti-
no’s mix of defenses made life
miserable for Tennessee to put
the third-seeded Cardinals in
the East Regional final.

Terrence Williams and An-
dre McGee each added 13
points and David Padgett had
10 points and eight rebounds
for Louisville (27-8), which
nearly blew all of a 16-point
first half lead, only to take con-
trol midway through the sec-
ond half and keep alive its
hopes for a second Final Four
berth in four years.

Chris Lofton scored 15
points for Tennessee, but hit
only 3 of 15 shots in his final
game with the Volunteers (31-
5), who have never advanced
beyond the round of 16.

UCLA 88, Western Ken-
tucky 78 — In Phoenix, Kevin
Love scored a career-high 29
points to help UCLA, which
nearly frittered away a 21-
point halftime lead, to hang
and defeat Western Kentucky
in the NCAA West Region on
Thursday night.

Top-seeded UCLA (34-3) is
seeking its third consecutive
Final Four appearance. Love
also had 14 rebounds. He hit
10-of-14 shots from the floor
and helped rescue the Bruins
for the second time in as many
games.

Continued from C1

NCAA:
Xavier in ‘Elite’
company

off like that.
“But Comeback Kid? Give

me a break. I never thought
anyone would be saying that.” 

More downs than ups, a
couple of scary crashes — one
ending with Marco upside
down — bad luck and poor
performing cars peppered An-
dretti’s race log.

And it all started on a Sat-
urday night at Homestead-Mi-
ami.

He withdrew from the race
after only 53 of the 200 laps af-
ter finding his Andretti Green
Racing Honda too much of a
handful to handle.    

Although he had some shin-
ing moments — five top-five

finishes, including two sec-
onds — Marco failed to finish
10 of the 17 races, dropping out
of two on his own volition. 

He piloted his
Dallara/Honda on a wild flip
in the Indianapolis 500 after
contending and piled up be-
fore one lap was completed in
the race at Mid-Ohio.

Andretti sputtered home to
a 12th-place finish in the
standings after placing sev-
enth as a rookie.

Now, Andretti, who just
turned 21, kicks off his come-
back tour Saturday night at the
track where he finished 15th
in his first start two years ago,
after a penalty at the start
pushed him to the rear of the
field.

He hopes to recapture the
mojo that made him an instant
star on the circuit as a rookie.

Flashing the trademark op-

timism of his grandfather and
father, Andretti brushed him-
self off for a return to form.

“I was pretty beat up about
last year,” he said. “But I
couldn’t wait to get going again
this year, basically to redeem
myself. I know we can turn
things around.”

Andretti’s confident his off-
season stepped-up fitness pro-
gram and bigger role in the to-
tal team picture will produce
positive results.

“At the end of the season I
had a meeting with my engi-
neers, and my father and
everybody to basically recap
everything,” he said. “We went
over what went wrong. Where
did we go right? What can we
do better?”

Andretti Green has a little
different look this year.

Marco Andretti and his
2007 teammates Tony Kanaan

and Danica Patrick are joined
by rookie Hideki Mutoh of
Tokyo.

Mutoh replaces 2007 Indy
500 and series champion
Dario Franchitti, who left
AGR to race NASCAR stock
cars.

Franchitti joins another
IRL defector to NASCAR,
three-time champion and 2006
Indy 500 winner Sam Hornish
Jr. 

Qualifying for Saturday
night’s Indy 300 is set for to-
day when Andretti will be
aiming for his first career pole
in his 32nd Indy car start. 

Using a new IRL oval-track
qualifying procedure, the av-
erage speed of four laps will
determine starting positions.

Chuck Givler covers motorsports
for The Express-Times. He can be
reached by e-mail at
sports@express-times.com.

Continued from C1

IRL:
Optimism abounds 
for Marco Andretti    

annual Via Classic at Free-
dom.

The highlight of the induc-
tion ceremony was the addi-
tion of Jeff Dailey, Notre
Dame of Green Pond’s all-
time leading scorer (1,742
points) and the No. 2 points
producer all-time in
Northampton County. (Mike
Boyer, who played at
Nazareth from 1978-82, is the
leader with 1,812).

Dailey died in an apart-
ment fire Nov. 8 just off the
campus at East Stroudsburg
University where he was a
student.

Also inducted was anoth-
er Notre Dame graduate,
Julie Amato, who scored
2,136 from 1991-95. Amato,
who is now a doctor of foren-
sic psychology, was intro-
duced by her coach, Tracy
Cyr.

Those two were joined by
Glenn Noack, a mainstay on
Whitehall’s 1982 PIAA state
championship team and a
two-time Pennsylvania Con-
ference Player of the Year at
Bloomsburg University; and
Tiffany Bedics, who scored
1,807 points at Bethlehem
Catholic from 1991-95.

Bedics later starred at
Lafayette College where she

scored 1,467 points as a four-
year starter for coach Pat Fish-
er.

The most emotional mo-
ment occurred when Jane and
Bobby Dailey, Jeff’s mother
and father, accepted the Hall
of Fame award in their son’s
behalf.

“We were blessed to have

(Jeff) for 22 years,” an emo-
tional Jane Dailey said. “We
had no idea he touched as
many people in his short life.
A thank-you is not adequate
enough to express how much
we appreciate what people
have done for us.”

Noack, who’s now a prin-
cipal at George D. Steckel El-

ementary School, was intro-
duced by Dick Tracy, his high
school coach at Whitehall.
Mike Zambelli, sports direc-
tor for Service Electric Cable
TV, provided Bedics’ intro-
duction.

Bruce Buratti can be reached at
800-360-3601 or by e-mail at
bburatti@express-times.com.

Continued from C1

VIA:
Brennan wows
banquet crowd
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The 2008 inductees to the Lehigh Valley Hall of Fame are, from left, Dr. Julie
Amato, Glenn Noack and Tiffany (Bedics) Gallis. Bobby and Jane Dailey (not
pictured), father and mother of the late Jeff Dailey, accepted the honor for
their son.
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