
The Via All-Star Basket-
ball Classic returns for its
33rd year to raise funds for
Via of the Lehigh Valley’s
programs for adults and chil-
dren with disabilities. Key-
stone Nazareth Bank & Trust,
a division of National Penn
Bank, returns as the lead
sponsor for the Via All-Star
Basketball Classic that show-
cases the basketball talents of
local area student athletes.

The Via All-Star Classic
Banquet is Thursday, March
27, 2008 at 6 pm at Freedom
High School and Via Super
Saturday is March 29, 2008,
also at Freedom. Games
begin at 10:30 am.

This year, the Via All-Star
Classic moves to conference
versus conference play at the
urging of conference bas-
ketball coaches and the
media. The Via All-Star Clas-
sic features the 80 best male
and female high school bas-
ketball players in the greater
Lehigh Valley, selected from
the Lehigh Valley, Colonial
League and Mountain Val-
ley Conferences and sever-
al independent schools (Faith
Christian, Notre Dame of
East Stroudsburg, Moravian
Academy, Pius X and Phillips-
burg).

“After last year’s event,
we heard from coaches and
the media that they wanted to
capitalize on the natural
rivalries that exist between
conferences and move toward
conference versus confer-
ence play,” said Gerry Yasso,
Via Events vice president.
“This year, the Lehigh Valley
conference will be split into
the Lehigh Valley East and
West and will play against
the Colonial and Mountain
Valley Conferences. It should
make for some exciting
games that showcase this
year’s great senior basket-
ball class.”

“It will definitely increase
the incentives for players to
compete at the top of their
sport and boost the compet-
itiveness of the games,” said
Pat Boyle, boys head basket-
ball coach, Notre Dame
Green Pond High School.
“Players are going to play
for the pride of their con-
ference – they want to prove
which league is the most for-
midable.”

All proceeds benefit Via
of the Lehigh Valley, a non-
profit human service agency
that provides services for
children and adults with dis-
abilities. Via’s staff help indi-
viduals and families from
birth through retirement
focusing in: Children’s Ser-
vices, Community Connec-
tions and Employment Ser-
vices.

Via works with children
up to age three in their
homes and daycares to
address disabilities and
delays. Via trains daycare
center staff so children with
disabilities can go to school
and learn with their peers.
Via finds jobs in the com-
munity for adults and pro-
vides coaching and training
for successful employment.
And Via helps people volun-
teer in the community, par-
ticipate in leisure activities,
and find or purchase afford-
able, accessible housing. Via
believes that personal satis-
faction and dignity are
achieved through individual
success and independence
and is committed to helping
people live full and productive
lives.

Tickets for
the Via All-
Star Banquet
and Via
Super Satur-
day are on
sale now at
ViaNet.org.
Sponsor information is also
available online at ViaNet.org
or by calling 484-893-5389.
Doors open on Via Super Sat-
urday at 9:30 am and one
ticket allows you to see all
four games.

Tom Brennan to Speak
at Via All-Star

Basketball Classic
The Via All-Star Basket-

ball Classic announced that
Tom Brennan will be the
keynote speaker for the Via
All-Star Banquet on March
27, 2008 at Freedom High
School.

Radio and television
sportscaster, Brennan is the
former men’s basketball head
coach at the University of
Vermont from 1986 to 2005.
Brennan, an ESPN analyst,
delivers Saturday Night Live-
style sports reports and
weighs in on basketball, pol-
itics, entertainment, local
news and psychology. Raised
in Phillipsburg, NJ, Bren-
nan graduated as the all-time
leading scorer at Phillips-
burg Catholic High School
and graduated from the Uni-
versity of Georgia. Bren-
nan is often said to be Ver-
mont’s most famous
personality.

Lehigh Valley High
School Basketball Hall

of Fame Announces
Inductees

The Lehigh Valley Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame
announced the 2008 Inductees
to be honored at the Via All-
Star Banquet. The Hall of
Fame was established in 1978
and honors individuals who
have made outstanding con-
tributions to high school bas-
ketball in the Lehigh Valley.

The 2008 Inductees are:
Jeff Dailey (Notre Dame

Green Pond High School)
2000 - 2004

Julie Amato (Notre Dame
Green Pond High School)
1991 - 1995

Tiffany Bedics Gallis
(Bethlehem Catholic High
School) 1991-1995

Glenn Noack (Whitehall
High School) 1978 - 1982

GIRLS
Lehigh Valley East

Hannah Ally (Phillipsburg, guard), Ally
Blair (Bethlehem Catholic, center),
Rebecca Dalton (Freedom, forward),
Steph DeVito (Nazareth, forward), Lind-
sey Gyulai (Nazareth, guard), Lakresha
Johnson (Easton, guard), Kayleigh
Kalamar (Freedom, guard), Meghan
Lafaw (Northampton, guard), Ashley
Santee (Northampton, guard)

Head coach: Jeff Jacksits (Northamp-
ton)

Lehigh Valley West
Christina Carpenter (Emmaus, for-

ward), Megan Derkits (Central Catholic,
guard), Kristy George (Whitehall, guard),
Lindsey Cosse (Allen, center), Courtney
Harmon (Dieruff, guard), Julie Heimbach
(Central Catholic, forward), Brit Kholi
(Dieruff, guard), Ashley Slater (Allen,
guard), Lauren Tang (Central Catholic,
forward), Alaura Workman (Allen, guard)

Head coach: Tom Gallagher (Allen)

Mountain Valley
Monae Baker (East Stroudsburg

North, forward), Kirsten Caiazzo (Pius
X, forward), Paige Carlin (Pocono
Mountain East, guard), Steph Cason
(East Stroudsburg South, forward),
Kelsey Gallagher (East Stroudsburg
Stouh, guard), Nadira Johnson (East
Stroudsburg North, guard), Lauren
Keating (Pleasant Valley, center), Angela
Lockard (Pocono Mountain West, for-
ward), Amanda Riley (Pocono Mountain
East, guard), Christina Smith (Pocono
Mountain East, forward)

Head coach: Jim Taylor (Pleasant
Valley)

Colonial League
Jenna Bartholomew (Palmerton,

forward), Haley Ellis (Bangor, guard),
Amanda Gerhard (Catasauqua, guard),
Emma Lacey (Catasauqua, forward),
Katie Miller (Pen Argyl, center), Emily
Mullen (Notre Dame of East Stroudsburg,
guard), Adrienne Rahs (Saucon Valley,
guard), Caitlyn Rockle (Southern Lehigh,
guard), Krista Ruhle (Notre Dame of
Green Pond, guard), Kelly Sauerzopf
(Saucon Valley, forward)

Head coach: Don Cardinal (Wil-
son)

BOYS
Lehigh Valley East

Jack Buckley (Phillipsburg, guard),
Sergio Camacho (Liberty, guard), Daniel
Cenchitz (Northampton, guard), Derek
Hall (Northamtpon, center), Joseph
Herman (Easton, center), Andrew Miller
(Easton, guard), Jameel Seymour
(Northampton, guard), Datarous Sledge
(Easton, forward), Andy Stein (Freedom,
center), Trevor VanAckeren (Liberty,
guard)

Head coach: Todd Rothrock (Liberty)

Lehigh Valley West
Ricardo Bailey (Allen, forward),

Matt Hamscher (Whitehall, guard),
Nate Martin (Central Catholic, guard),
Kevin McKeegan (Emmaus, guard),
Steve Neikam (Parkland, forward),
Carlos Pujols (Central Catholic, center),
Corey Steltz (Emmaus, forward), Travis
Stoudt (Dieruff, guard), Paul Tarr (Dieruff,
center), Jordan Wenner (Allen, center)

Head coach: Tom Stoudt (Dieruff)

Mountain Valley
Neil Baskerville (Stroudsburg, for-

ward), Isiah Gerhart (Faith Christian,
guard), Justin Grotevant (Pocono Moun-
tain East, forward), Anthony Hargrove
(Pius X, forward), Matt Lepri (Pocono
Mountain East, guard), Phil Leyro
(Pocono Mountain West, forward), Jon
Mangual (Pocono Mountain West,
guard), Will Purtill (Pius X, guard),
Martrell Terrell (Stroudsburg, guard),
Brandon Williams (Lehighton, guard)

Head coach: Brad Pensyl (Pocono
Mountain West)

Colonial League
Trevor Behler (Northern Lehigh,

guard), Jamey Bercier (Notre Dame
of East Stroudsburg, center), Doug
Case (Catasauqua, center), Jimmy
Hoffman (Northwestern, forward), Alex
Kahan (Moravian, guard), Phil
McEachron (Northern Lehigh, forward),
Mike Schmersahl (Southern Lehigh,
forward), Dan Silver (Saucon Valley, for-
ward), Joe Wagner (Southern Lehigh,
guard), Jake Waylen (Northern Lehigh,
guard)

Head coach: Rich Oertner (Northern
Lehigh)

Three-point contestants
Paige Carlin (Pocono Mountain

East), Lindsey Gyulai (Nazareth), Derek
Hall (Northampton), Alex Kahan (Mora-
vian), Kayleigh Kalamar (Freedom),
Nate Martin (Central Catholic), Andrew
Miller (Easton), Emily Mullen (Notre
Dame of East Stroudsburg), Will Purtill
(Pius X), Donna Weil (Northern Lehigh)

Schedule of events
Freedom High School Gymna-

sium, Bethlehem, PA
Saturday, March 29, 2008 

10:30 a.m. - Lehigh Valley West
vs Colonial League - Girls 

12 p.m. - Lehigh Valley West vs
Colonial League - Boys 

1:30 p.m. - Coordinated Health 3-
Point Shooting Contest 

2 p.m. - Lehigh Valley East vs Moun-
tain Valley - Girls 

3:30 p.m. - Lehigh Valley East vs
Mountain Valley – Boys 
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Via Classic returns

Derek Hall

Dan Cenchitz

Left, Megan Lafaw and,
above, Ashley Santee will
represent the girls at the Via
All-Star Classic

Jameel Seymour

a treat for Lehigh Valley
fans. Bruce, on many nation-
al lists, is the number-one
prospect in all of baseball.
Close behind him is first
baseman Joey Votto and
starting pitcher Johnny
Cueto.

Another big series in July
is with the Durham Bulls,
July 21-24, which is their
only visit. An affiliate of the
Tampa Bay Rays, the team
could also have on the roster
four, top-20 prospects. Last
year’s number-one pick, lefty

starter David Price, will start
in lower levels but could
advance quickly. Jacob
McGee, another southpaw,
along with righty Wade
Davis, are being counted on
as the future rotation to take
down the Yankees and Red
Sox. Reid Brignac is a power-
hitting shortstop who hit 17
homes at AA last year.

So while there will be plen-
ty of things to do around
the ballpark, there will even
be some baseball played.

“The die-hard fans are at
Triple-A more than any of
the other levels,” Provence
said. “Even the mascot [Fer-
rous] is a marketable player.”

Pigs
Continued from page A16

how the girls did at practice
and tried to do the same
things as coach Jeff Jack-
sits’ varsity.”

The coach also wanted to
“thank the parents for bear-
ing with us during our tough
times (due to the death of
Coach Jacksits’ daughter
Jennifer in an automobile
accident). The tragedy helped
to unite us as a team.”

An injury on the varsity
forced the JVs to lose starter
Kara Bonenberger, a fresh-
man, to the varsity. Starter
Jordan Martin and Allison
Braithwaite, both freshmen,
also saw varsity experience.

Other JVs included fresh-
men Sam Lee, Jackie O’Con-
nell and Julia Weber. Sopho-
mores were Nicole Turner,
Paige Botos, Jess Kurman
and Ann Marie Dalton. The
lone junior was Alex
Bartholomew and managers
were Meghan Sternat, Valerie
Male and Karlee Hantz.

For Coach Whittaker, “it
was awesome” to deal with

girls “with a lot of talent
with desire and drive.”

A teacher at the middle
school, Whittaker says, “We
try to teach the girls funda-
mentals and technique.”

The former three-sport
standout at Parkland and
DeSales University “feels
right at home with the
Northampton staff and pro-
gram” and is looking for-
ward to next season.

Her “A” team girls includ-
ed Michelle Dally, Laura Tier-
ney, Christa Schroettner,
Kristin Wright, Chelsea
Deutsch, Jill Henry, Lauren
Szerencsits, Lauren Piehl
and Julia King.

On the “B” team were
Emily Koehler, Ashley Brink,
Schroettner, Lindsay Stan-
dlick, Shannon Unger, Nicole
Kutos, Joelle Morey and
Kristin Danck.

So, with Coach Jacksits’
varsity finishing with a 23-7
record and the younger teams
closing with a combined
record of 69-13 the future of
the girls’ basketball program
at Northampton looks very
bright.

Girls
Continued from page A15

shots that period, and Molfet-
ta’s goal was the one that
counted the most. Mishko
had to bat away and save 21
shots that period alone, that’s
one-shy of what he faced in
the first two periods. He was
even more sensational under
pressure, as he didn’t allow
any goals in the third period.

This triumphant win
showcases a step forward for
the level of play in the
LVSHL. Northampton defeat-
ed #13 Central Dauphin 4-3,
and while many around the
Lehigh Valley focuses on the
“major” sports, something
was proclaimed loud and
clear Thursday night. Hock-
ey in the Valley is here and
it’s getting better year-by-
year.

Hockey
Continued from page A15

A Sportsmen’s Town Hall
Meeting will take place Wednes-
day, March 26, from 7–9 p.m. at
the Allen Township Fire Com-
pany #1, located at 3530 Hower-
town Road in Northampton.

The purpose of this informal
town meeting is to provide you
with an opportunity to discuss
issues of importance to local
fishermen, hunters and firearms
owners.

Scheduled to attend: Gary
Moore, Legislative Liaison for PA
Fish and Boat Commission; Steve
Smith, Legislative Liaison for
PA Game Commission; Lee Crey-
er, Lehigh County Fish and Boat
Water Conservation Officer;
Franklin Hoffman, President,
Lehigh County PA Federation
of Sportsman; Harry Haas, 1st
Vice-President Lehigh County
PA Federation of Sportsman;

Reggie Rickard, 2nd Vice-Presi-
dent Lehigh County PA Federa-
tion of Sportsman; Matt Tee-
han, PA Game Commission
Wildlife Conservation Officer
(WCO) Lehigh County; Bradley
Kreider, PA Game Commission
WCO for Northampton County.

There will also be represen-
tatives from the PA Fish Com-
mission, PA Game Commission
on hand, as well as a member of
the Wildlands Conservancy to
discuss matters and answer ques-
tions.

Need More Information?
Please contact my Whitehall
office at 610-821-6924.

183rd District includes Allen
Township, Lehigh Township,
Northampton Borough, North
Catasauqua Borough, Walnut-
port Borough, South Whitehall
Township (Districts 1, 2, 6, 7, 8),
Whitehall (Districts 1, 7, 10, 11),
Washington Township and Slat-
ington Borough.

SPORTSMEN’S
MEETING

Northampton Press - 3/20/2008


