
BETHLEHEM
MAN IN PRISON FOR ROBBERY

CHARGED WITH ASSAULT
IN TEEN’S SHOOTING

A Bethlehem man sen-
tenced to state prison for an
armed robbery is now charged
with aggravated assault for
allegedly shooting a teen in
November 2006.

Justin Noel Hale, 19, former-
ly of the 1500 block of Wood-
bine Street, is charged with
attempted homicide, aggravat-
ed assault and reckless endan-
germent. He was arraigned
Wednesday before District
Judge Nancy Matos Gonzalez
and was returned to state
prison in Camp Hill under
$500,000 bail.

According to court records:
At 6:15 p.m. Nov. 21, 2006,

police were called to St.
Luke’s Hospital-Fountain Hill
for a gunshot wound. A
17-year-old boy told police he
had been shot in the right
thigh while he stood on the
sidewalk in the 500 block of
Broadway.

The boy told police he
heard five or six gunshots.

Police said a witness said
he was with Hale at the time
of the shooting. The witness
told police he heard numerous
gunshots and Hale jumped

into his car yelling, “Go, go,
go!”

The witness said Hale later
sold the gun to an unknown
person after the shooting.

In August, Hale was sen-
tenced to six to 15 years in
state prison for a Nov. 26
armed robbery at Quizno’s,
3350 Schoenersville Road,
Hanover Township, Northamp-
ton County.

Colonial Regional police
said Hale and another man
committed the robbery with a
sawed-off shotgun while a
third man acted as a lookout.
The three men fled on foot
when their getaway car
wouldn’t start.

MOORE TOWNSHIP
GLIDER CRASH-LANDS,
BUT PILOT ISN’T HURT

A glider aircraft crashed
Tuesday afternoon in a soy-
bean field in Moore Town-
ship, but police said the pilot
was not injured.

The crash happened shortly
before 2 p.m. in a field off
Delps Road near N. Mink
Road. Police said a glider
flown by Irme Bocskay of
Blairstown, N.J., had crashed
in the field.

Police said the aircraft had
minor damage. Bocskay told
police he lost the air current
and was forced to make an

emergency landing.
Police said the Federal

Aviation Administration also
was called to investigate the
crash.

By Nicole Radzievich
Of The Morning Call

A recent news story about
a Via client starting his own
online fish farm got some
Bethlehem leaders thinking.

Via of the Lehigh Valley,
which helps people with de-
velopmental disabilities, is
headquartered in the city.
And city officials have experi-
ence luring entrepreneurs to
build up the tax base and
vitality of the downtowns.
Why not lend that expertise
to Via?

The result is DO IT: Dis-
ability Opportunity Invest-
ment Trust.

Next year, the city plans to
spend up to $30,000 on help-
ing Via clients develop their
business plans and will invest
some initial cash to launch
the business.

The city’s goal is to get
two businesses going next
year, though there may be
more depending on how
many clients are ready.

Depending on its success,

the city could use other pro-
grams, like its loan pools, to
help those businesses reno-
vate facades or make other
improvements. And Mayor
John Callahan is hoping those
new entrepreneurs continue
to prime the city’s economic
pump by forming relation-
ships with existing city busi-
nesses.

“This provides not only a
social benefit but also an
economic one,” Callahan said.

Callahan is proposing to
fund the new program
through its portion of its $2
million Community and Eco-
nomic Development Block
Grant, federal money aimed
at helping low- to moderate-
income communities. A City
Council committee is sched-
uled next Tuesday to review
the proposed CDBG budget.

In the DO IT program, the
city would inject some cash
early on, when money is at
its tightest, and take an equi-
ty interest in the business,
similar to what the Ben Frank-
lin Partnership does, said city
Economic Development Coor-
dinator Howard Lieberman.
Once the business is financial-
ly stable, the investment
would convert to a loan.

“We’re still working out

the details,” Lieberman said.
“The business model still has
to be finalized, but it will be
extremely flexible in order to
give the business the best
opportunity to succeed.”

Via clients won’t be com-
peting for the program. Rath-
er, Via staff will work with
the clients, and whoever is
ready to begin planning can
tap the city’s expertise. Via
will then provide the support
that clients need to succeed.

Via has been developing
the business ownership pro-
gram for its clients over the
past two years. So far, four
clients have launched their
own business. Among them is
Billy Simmons, whose story
in a July edition of The Morn-
ing Call inspired the city to
become a Via partner.

Simmons, a 30-year-old
who was diagnosed with a
developmental disability as a
child, teamed up with a job
coach to brainstorm a busi-
ness he could run. What he
came up with was an idea to
sell 63 kinds of fish through
his Web site, www.billystropi-
calfish.com.

While still in its early stag-
es, Simmons smiles when he
talks about his business. He
knows the details down to

the 20 gallons of water that
fill each of the 36 tanks he
has in Allentown.

“I think it’s cool,” he said.
The program is part of

strategy to expand employ-
ment among people with
disabilities. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor reports 70
percent of adults with disabili-
ties are unemployed. In fact,
the only option years ago for
those people were workshops
and sheltered environments
where they did repetitive
tasks.

Ronald Rucker, Via presi-
dent and chief executive offic-
er, said it was his organiza-
tion’s goal to help reverse
that situation through pro-
grams like DO IT.

“This could be a model to
other providers,” he said.

Via helps 100 clients find
work a year. Four have start-
ed their own businesses.

Via, a nonoprofit human
services agency, helps more
than 1,000 individuals with
developmental disabilities
and families from birth to
retirement.

nicole.mertz@mcall.com
610-861-3614

BETHLEHEM
VEHICLE WINDOWS SHOT

WITH PELLET GUN
Police said at least three

vehicle windows were shat-
tered Tuesday night by BB
gun pellets.

The windows were broken
between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. in
the 1900 block of Markham
Drive.

The following people filed
police reports about the dam-
age:
A Fredic Dunlap; vehicle

window smashed; estimated
value is $300.
A Yvonne M. Lucas; vehi-

cle window smashed; estimat-
ed value is $300.
A Joseph A. Bucon; vehicle

window smashed; estimated
value is $500.

LOWER SAUCON TOWNSHIP
Charged — Kevin Steidle, 39, of
3911 Lower Saucon Road; with not
confining his dogs; police said
shortly after 4:15 p.m., they were
called to 3903 Lower Saucon Road
for a report of dogs running in the
area; summons to be issued.

Charged — An unnamed

17-year-old girl, with underage
drinking; police said shortly after
noon Monday, she was found with
alcohol at Saucon Valley High
School; summons to be issued.

Charged — Brandon A. Henn, no
age provided; of 1423 Washington
St., Hellertown; with drunken
driving; police stopped Henn around
6:15 p.m. Sept. 9 along Easton Road;
blood-alcohol level was 0.23
percent; summons to be issued.

Charged — Evan J. Kechley, 22, of
1817 Presidential Drive, Whitehall
Township; with possession of
marijuana, possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession of a
controlled substance; police said
Kechley had the marijuana in his
vehicle around 1:20 a.m. Sept. 3 on
Highland Court; summons to be
issued.

Police: Man
sneaked
into bed
of student
Friend of Lafayette

student also allegedly
stole three laptops.

Lower Saucon gives green light to car wash
Auto Spawill feature

6 bays. Land owner says
new trafficwill be small.

Cesar L. Laure The Morning Call
BILLY SIMMONS, 30, of Allentown, a client of the human services agency Via, feeds tropical fish as part of his start-up venture Wednesday.
His story inspired Bethlehem to start an investment program of its own, called DO IT.

Joseph E. Kluger of White-
hall Township has been
named to the board of trust-
ees of Wyoming Seminary in
Kingston, Luzerne County.

A lawyer
with the firm
of Hourigan,
Kluger &
Quinn,
Kluger is a
1982 graduate
of the semi-
nary.

The semi-
nary was
founded in
1844 and was one of Ameri-
ca’s first co-educational
boarding schools. Founded by
Methodist leaders, but wel-
coming all denominations,
Wyoming Seminary has edu-
cated young men and women
from northeastern Pennsylva-
nia and southern New York.

Wendy Grube of South
Whitehall Township was
given the Excellence in
Teaching Award for 2007 by
the American College of
Nurse-Midwives in May.

Grube is an advanced se-
nior lecturer at the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania School of
Nursing where she teaches
primary care of women.

She also was honored
when the 10 students she
took to West Virginia this
year to practice rural health
care, were awarded the Alice
Paul Award from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania for their
outstanding contribution to
women.

She is a daughter of
Charles and Mary Kowalchuk
of Walnutport and the wife of
Jeffrey Grube.

John Annoni of Allentown
was chosen as a first place
winner in the National Thank
You Day contest for his devo-
tion to helping inner-city
children through the organiza-
tion he founded, Camp Com-
pass.

Annoni was selected on
Sept. 24 from nearly 12,000
entrants across the country
by a panel of judges that
included celebrity etiquette
expert Peggy Post of The
Emily Post Institute.

National Thank You Day
hopes to encourage people to
remember and recognize the
everyday acts of kindness
shown to them.

Jake Bullock, a junior at
Kutztown Area High School
and a self-
taught yo-yo-
er took sixth
place in the
world in the
4A off-string
and the 5A
counter bal-
ance catego-
ries at the
World Yo-yo
Champion-
ship held at the beginning of
August in Orlando, Fla.

Bullock, for the final com-
petition, had to do a three-
minute yo-yo routine coordi-
nated to music.

He started entering compe-
titions last year and already
he has his own signature line
of yo-yos, the “Jakezilla,”
which will be sold in Japan.

Maria Rodale, chairwoman
of the Board of Rodale Inc.
was honored
Tuesday by
Americans
for the Unit-
ed Nations
Population
Fund for her
dedication
and persever-
ance in pro-
moting the
health and
dignity of women around the
world.

As the largest international
nonprofit source of assis-
tance to women, the UNFPA
provides health-care services
to 500 million women around
the world.

Rodale joined the board in
1991 and has helped build an
international multimedia
company from the small pub-
lishing business that her late
grandfather started.

She is the author of four
books and was editor of Or-
ganic Gardening from 1999 to
2001 and was the founding
editor of Organic Style maga-
zine which was launched in
2001 and closed in 2005.

Rodale graduated with a
double bachelor’s degree in
communications and art from
Muhlenberg College in 1985.

— Bill Tattersall

People Watch appears every Thurs-
day. Send items for People Watch to
news@mcall.com or The Morning
Call, People Watch, P.O. Box 1260,
Allentown 18105.

PEOPLE
WATCH

BETHLEHEM
Charged — Robert J. Misiak, 24, of
235 Madison St., Allentown; Sunday
with aggravated assault, reckless
endangerment, carrying a firearm
without a license and discharging a
firearm; allegedly pointed a
.45-caliber pistol at Andrea
Hernandez and fired several rounds
in the air at 536 Broadway; sent to
Northampton County Prison under
$250,000 bail by District Judge Gay
Elwell of Easton.

Bullock

Kluger

From Call staff reports

An old high school acquain-
tance who came to visit a
friend at Lafayette College
went on a campus crime
spree Wednesday, entering
five dorm rooms and crawl-
ing into the bed of a female
whom he licked while saying,
“Hey, baby, you’re so beauti-
ful,” police said.

Campus security got a call
about 5:15 a.m. from a student
who woke when she heard
screaming on the fourth floor
of South College, her dormito-
ry. The student also noticed
someone had propped open
the door of her dorm room
and that her purse and a
$1,000 laptop were missing,
police said.

In the hallway, the student
saw another female student
yelling at Rodolfo Vesga, 21,
of New Brunswick, N.J., East-
on police said.

The screaming on the
fourth floor started after
Vesga got into the bed of a
student whom he licked on
the chest and tried to get
under the covers with, police
said in court papers.

Vesga fled the dorm but
was later caught by college
public safety officers near
Markle Hall and handed over
to Easton police, the college
said.

Near the spot where Vesga
was caught, police said, they
found a white plastic bag
containing three laptop com-
puters that had been stolen
from the dorm rooms Vesga
entered.

Vesga, who college offi-
cials said was an invited
guest of a student, was
charged with five counts each
of burglary and criminal tres-
pass, three counts each of
theft and receiving stolen
property and one count of
indecent assault. He was sent
to Northampton County Pris-
on under $250,000 bail by
District Judge Gay Elwell of
Easton.

Elwell noted Vesga’s crimi-
nal record, which she said
included arrests for “pretty
much the same thing,” in
setting bail.

Vesga, whose record in-
cludes two arrests as a juve-
nile, was on probation in
New Jersey for burglary and
assault when he was arrested
Wednesday, police said.

According to court papers,
one of the female students
told police Vesga went to
high school with her. She said
Vesga recently contacted her
through Facebook, a social
networking Web site, and
told her he was coming to
visit her on Tuesday.

Vesga arrived about mid-
night, she said, and stayed
with her until she and a
friend went to bed in their
dorm room about 3 a.m.
Wednesday, police said.

Vesga went to bed in an-
other bed in the same room,
police said.

The student who Vesga
had come to visit woke when
she heard a student who lives
in nearby room yelling at
Vesga, police said. She yelled
that Vesga had entered her
room and had been on top of
her roommate while she was
in bed, police said.

By Dan Andrews
Special to The Morning Call

A new car wash on Route
378 in Lower Saucon Town-
ship received final approval
Wednesday night from Lower

Saucon Township council.
The six-bay car wash will

be built on the southbound
side of Route 378 between
the Interstate 78 overpass
and E. Oakhurst Drive. Coun-
cil members questioned prop-
erty owner Robert Agentis on
what traffic impact his new
Saucon Valley Auto Spa enter-
prise will have on the heavily
traveled 378.

“Everybody knows there’s

already plenty of traffic on
378,” Agentis told council. He
cited studies which showed a
business like his will generate
a minimal amount of addition-
al traffic.

“There’s very little action
on the cross streets,” Agentis
said. The 3,600-square-foot
car wash will have four self-
serve and two drive-through
bays and will be open 24
hours a day, according to

Agentis.
The plan for the property

includes another 1,800-square-
foot building that will house
a yet to-be-determined ten-
ant. Agentis said that the
project should be completed
by mid-January.

Also, council President
Glenn Kern announced that
the township will paving a
150-foot section of the road
that leads to the township’s

new compost facility at 2011
Springtown Hill Road. Resi-
dents who live adjacent to
the roadway had expressed
concern over dust from the
crushed concrete now on the
road.

Dan Andrews is a freelance writer.

City puts up cash for special entrepreneurs
Disabled clients of Via
will get seed money to
start up businesses.
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