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THE EAGLES’ Donovan McNabb eludes Corey Williams of the Packers on Sunday at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. McNabb
completed less than 50 percent of his passes and threw an interception that led to a Packer field goal in the Eagles’ loss.

By Spencer Soper
Of The Morning Call

Gina Beers was sleeping late Satur-
day night when her son burst into the
bedroom and said, “Mom, there’s a dead
body near our backyard!”

The family moved to the neighbor-
hood near Jordan Park in Allentown a
month ago.

“It’s horrible,” Beers said, standing
in her yard Sunday and reflecting on
the previous night.

Police are investigating the shooting
death of Jose R. Febrier, 22, who lived
at 516 Whitehall St. and whose body
was found in an alley behind the house
at 10:53 p.m. Saturday. It was the city’s
12th homicide this year.

Neighbors said Febrier moved to
the row house over the summer with a
group of men who were fond of throw-
ing parties and playing loud music,
regardless of the hour. But they knew
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By John L. Micek
Call Harrisburg Bureau

HARRISBURG — Normally, autumn is a
time of change: the kids are back at
school, the weather’s getting cooler, and
there are new shows on television.

But when Pennsylvania lawmakers
return to session this month, they will be
watching nothing but reruns.

Legislators will tackle a host of issues
left over from this summer’s state budget
debacle, including a ban on smoking in
public places, funding for alternative
energy, and a lingering debate over a
$500 million biotech research program
favored by Gov. Ed Rendell.

State lawmakers left town in July
without resolving any of those issues.
Making things even more difficult this
fall are the decidedly chilly relations
between Democrat Rendell and Republi-
cans who control the state Senate.

The two camps spent the summer
prodding each other in the press.

In published reports, each side ac-
cused the other of reneging on key com-
ponents of the delicate agreement that
finally resolved the budget impasse that
led to a daylong lockout of 24,000 state
workers.

Republicans were angered by Ren-
dell’s failure to secure a House vote on
an environmental cleanup program fa-
vored by the Senate GOP during the
budget debate. Now they say they’re not
going to hold a promised vote on Ren-
dell’s cherished Jonas Salk Legacy Fund,
a biotech research program that he’s
spent two years trying to get through a
reluctant General Assembly.

Rendell has denounced the Republi-
cans’ tactics as typical Harrisburg horse
trading, and said they represented every-
thing that’s wrong with the state’s politi-
cal climate.

But neither has Rendell been above
the fray. He angrily rejected suggestions
by state Senate President Pro Tempore
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Bicycle racing
through brew pub
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DO RUSTING reinforcing
bars weaken bridges for
motorists? The Road War-
rior examines the problem
on the Delaware Avenue
bridge in Palmerton. B1

Few showers
83˚ | 61˚

Forecast, B8 Slain man found in Allentown alley
Shooting victim Jose Febrier, 22,
hadmoved into row homewith
group ofmen earlier this summer.

BIRDSGROUNDED

AS INSURANCE COSTS
CLIMB, more companies are
penalizing workers who
have high health risks such
as obesity. A5

Rookie punter Sav
Rocca started strong

but faded late.

Veteran defender
Takeo Spikes had

nine tackles.

BUCKLING DOWN

THE RIGHT TIME to buy
stock is anytime there are
healthy, growing compa-
nies trading at compelling
prices. Motley Fool offers
advice on buying in a
slumping economy. A10

BACK FROM
INJURY

BILL WHITE looks at a Coo-
persburg man’s disgust
with one conservative blog-
ger who has been trying to
smear the project honoring
the Flight 93 victims. B1

NATION
WORLD

THE GOVERNMENT agreed to
small changes in the system
that assesses whether travel-
ers pose a terrorist threat.
A5

AN OUT-OF-SHAPE, BLEARY-
EYED BRITNEY SPEARS deliv-
ered what was destined to
be the most talked about
performance of the MTV
Video Music Awards. A6

NFL
DEBUT

EAGLES’
DEBUT

AN ALLENTOWN STORE em-
ployee and a customer
thwarted a second robbery
in two days by a woman
who claimed to have a gun,
police said. B1

Forget bellying up to the bar,
try bicycling there. Allentown
Brew Works and Bicycling
magazine Sunday held a
15-lap race with nine of those
laps before a cheering crowd
in the pub.B1

By Matt Assad
Of The Morning Call

More than 800 runners, 300 volunteers
and 26.2 miles. Some of the numbers sur-
rounding Sunday’s Via Lehigh River Relay
Marathon Run are impressive, but perhaps
the most encouraging number is 1 — as in
it’s only year No. 1 of the event.

An event that organizers hoped would
break even — and thought would attract
hundreds fewer runners — not only raised
about $30,000 for Via of the Lehigh Valley,
but appears to have carved itself a bright
future and a niche on the marathon circuit.

“We thought we’d have to build this into
a fundraiser, but it’s a success in Year 1,”
said Gerry Yasso, vice president of Via
Foundation and Events. “I believe this could

become a monstrous event where runners
flock to from all around the region.”

The run’s beneficiary, Via, is a nonprof-
it agency that provides services to people
with disabilities.

The Lehigh Valley
event will never be the
New York City Mara-
thon, but some of that
is already happening.

Runners came from eight states. Aman-
da DeBlauw traveled from Sanford, N.C.,
for a chance to run in her fourth mara-
thon. Like many who traveled, she says
she may be back next year, when race
organizers say they’re expecting as many
as 2,000 runners.
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First LehighValleymarathon
draws cheers for 800 runners

ALLENTOWN
POLICE and
crime scene
investigators
work at the site
where a man
was found dead
in an alley be-
tween Whitehall
and Greenleaf
streets Saturday
night.

April Bartholomew
The Morning Call

Lawmakers
returning
to legislative
leftovers

Smoking ban, alternative energy,
biotech research program likely
to come up again inHarrisburg.

Are your children safe on a bus
without seat belts?D1

BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOLS
SUPERINTENDENT says the
district mistakenly paid the
$60,670 bill for the Acerra
report before school direc-
tors could vote on it. B1

Donovan McNabb
had a poor game
passing the ball.

Donovan McNabb returns but two fumbles
by punt returners cost Eagles in season opener at Green Bay.

INSIDE

PACKERS 16, EAGLES 13
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Betty E. Cauler The Morning Call
IN EASTON, fans gather Sunday at the Riverside Park finish line to watch
runners complete the 26.2-mile marathon. The event began in Allentown.

IN SPORTS
AMore on the
race, results.
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