First Lehigh Valley marathon
draws cheers for 800 runners

By Matt Assad
Of The Morning Call

More than 800 runners, 300 volunteers
and 26.2 miles. Some of the numbers sur-
rounding Sunday’s Via Lehigh River Relay
Marathon Run are impressive, but perhaps
the most encouraging number is 1 — as in
it’s only year No. 1 of the event.

An event that organizers hoped would
break even — and thought would attract
hundreds fewer runners — not only raised
about $30,000 for Via of the Lehigh Valley,
but appears to have carved itself a bright
future and a niche on the marathon circuit.

“We thought we’d have to build this into
a fundraiser, but it’s a success in Year 1,”
said Gerry Yasso, vice president of Via
Foundation and Events. “I believe this could

become a monstrous event where runners
flock to from all around the region.”

The run’s beneficiary, Via, is a nonprof-
it agency that provides services to people
with disabilities.
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Runners came from eight states. Aman-
da DeBlauw traveled from Sanford, N.C.,
for a chance to run in her fourth mara-
thon. Like many who traveled, she says
she may be back next year, when race
organizers say they’re expecting as many
as 2,000 runners.

FUNDRAISER PAGE A3

Betty E. Cauler The Morning Call
IN EASTON, fans gather Sunday at the Riverside Park finish line to watch
runners complete the 26.2-mile marathon. The event began in Allentown.



