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NAZARETH | A 6-year-old
boy used the last days of his
summer vacation over the
Labor Day weekend to raise
money and buy copies of the
book “Our Friend Mikayla.”

Dante Requena, a first-
grader at Shafer Elementary,
hosted a yard sale and lemon-
ade stand for two days and
collected enough cash to buy
36 copies of the book written
by Mikayla Resh’s third-
grade classmates at Lower
Nazareth Elementary.

The book chronicles the
friendship between the au-
thors and Mikayla and shows
her classmates have much in
common with her even
though she is disabled. The
students drew the book’s pic-
tures and wrote the story.

The book was published in
2006 by “American Idol” run-
ner-up Clay Aiken’s
Bubel/Aiken Foundation.

Dante’s mother, Debbie
Requena, shot down his re-
quest to catch tadpoles at Ja-
cobsburg Environmental
Center and sell them to raise
money.

She told Dante if he want-

PLAINFIELD TWP.

LECTURE OFFERED
ON HORSES
The Lehigh Valley Horse
Council will host the
lecture “Providing Safe
Controllable Horses” by
trainers Jan Huffman
and John Lyons.

The talk will be 7:30
p.m. Thursday at Bit by
Bit Equestrian Center,
425 Kromer Road.

For more information call
610-837-7294.

HELLERTOWN

ATV ORDINANCE SET
FOR DISCUSSION
Borough council plans to
discuss a proposed ordi-
nance banning all-
terrain vehicles and
trick-riding in parks 7
p.m. Sept. 17 in borough
hall, 685 Main St.

Council in early August
proposed the law, which
would force ATV riders
to seek a new riding
place and would limit
how bicyclists and
skateboarders use the
borough parks and the
Thomas Iron Works site.

ALLENTOWN

CITY MAN KILLED
SATURDAY NIGHT
Allentown police are
investigating the
shooting death of 22-
year-old Jose R. Febrier
late Saturday night.

Febrier of the 500 block
of Whitehall Street in
Allentown was shot
about 10:53 p.m. in the
500 block of Clay Street,
according to a news
release from the Lehigh
County Coroner’s Office.
Coroner Scott Grim
pronounced Febrier
dead about 11:47 p.m.
Saturday.

Grim ruled the cause of
death a gunshot wound
to the body and the
manner of death a
homicide. An autopsy is
scheduled for today.

STOCKTON

BENEFIT TASTING
SET AT MILL
The Delaware River Mill
Society and the Delaware
Riverkeepers have sched-
uled their Taste of the
Delaware River Region
fundraiser for 4 to 7 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Prallsville Mill
on Route 29.

For more information call
609-397-3586 or 215-310-
5036.

LEHIGHVALLEYLIVE

GET MORE REGIONAL
NEWS ON THE WEB
Visit lehighvalleylive.com
to read this story that
appears today in other
editions of The Express-
Times:

■ Phillipsburg officials
continue to try to find
support for a new high
school.
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VALLEY
In Brief

BY EDWARD SIEGER
The Express-Times

EASTON | As he sat Sunday
morning in Riverside Park sip-
ping Gatorade and changing
his running shoes, Timothy
Sceurman said he was pleased
with his second marathon.

At about 3 hours and 22
minutes, he managed to shave
roughly 5 minutes off his first
marathon in October.

“In a way, (the second
marathon) is easier because
you know what to expect a lit-
tle more,” Sceurman said.

And Sunday’s scenic route
through the Lehigh Valley’s
three cities and along the
Lehigh River may have been
enough to hold his interest.

“I think there’s a really
strong chance of me coming
out again next year,” Sceurman
said.

The Bryn Mawr resident
was one of 820 runners to
compete Sunday in the first
Lehigh River Relay Marathon
Run benefiting Via of the
Lehigh Valley.

The course followed rough-
ly the same path laid out 18
years ago by Bart Yasso, the
chief running officer for Run-
ner’s World magazine, when
he designed a 23-mile course
for the American Red Cross.
Sunday’s course, however, in-

820 go distance for Via
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Richard and Kathy Chorba of Dalton, Pa., attend the
Victorian Days event Sunday in Belvidere.
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Dante Requena, left, gets $50 for a cookie from Logan
Houptley, who tells him to keep the change. Dante
was conducting a lemonade/cookie sale fundraiser.
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Chris Reed of Allentown, the eventual winner of Sunday’s Lehigh River Relay Marathon Run, leads two other
runners along the Lehigh Canal towpath section of the course in Bethlehem.

MARATHON follows
course through Valley 
to benefit agency.

Boy to share ‘Our Friend’
with new set of friends

BY DOUGLAS B. BRILL
The Express-Times

WASHINGTON TWP. |
Though Met-Ed installed
new equipment in the area,
the energy company’s Acker-

manville customers say
they’re still experiencing
brownouts.

At least 44 village resi-
dents fed up with dim lights,
humming electronics and

fried appliances filed formal
complaints Sept. 4 with the
Public Utility Commission,
saying low voltage problems
that started in 2005 haven’t
gone away.

Metropolitan Edison said
that by Aug. 24 it installed de-
vices to boost voltage and

keep it consistent for Acker-
manville customers. Those
customers are among 531
served by a power line that
starts at a Met-Ed substation
on Delabole Road and runs
south to Mack Road.

Met-Ed spokesman Marc
Troutman said electrical

problems since Aug. 24 are
likely due to weather, not
Met-Ed. A lightning storm
Aug. 25 damaged equipment
and delayed voltage tests, he
said. The customers “didn’t
get a chance to experience the
corrections because that
storm hit,” he said.

ACKERMANVILLE RESIDENTS SAY Met-Ed hasn’t
fixed power troubles in their neighborhood.

BY MICHAEL BUCK
The Express-Times

BELVIDERE | Inside the
house at 320 Hardwick St.,
cobwebs lurk on the frames of
black-and-white photos. But it
wasn’t neglect, it was planned.

The interior of A. Morris
Scott Jr.’s home was clad in
ghoulish tones for a Hal-
loween theme.

“I didn’t have to clean up
the cobwebs,” Scott said jok-
ingly. “I just added some
more.”

The town councilman’s
132-year-old residence was
one of eight homes open for

tours during the 20th annual
Victorian Days held Saturday
and Sunday.

“I wanted to make mine
different,” said Scott, who has
owned the house for 20 years.

Victorian Days home
gets into the spirit

VICTORIAN
DAYS

In its 20th year, the two-
day Victorian Days cele-
bration included house
tours, music and other
entertainment.
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