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Gordonmakes a little change
ThePhillies closerwill

start fromthewindup for
the first time in 10years.
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By Brian Hamilton
Special to The Morning Call

A week earlier, Jeff Green and his extrater-
restrial athletic ability had altered an NCAA
Tournament game against Boston College in
one hair-raising instant.

An errant shot by struggling Georgetown
caromed off the rim. Players leaped for the re-
bound. In from the wing swooped Green, literal-
ly head and shoulders above everyone else, his
momentum carrying
him across the lane
and away from the
basket. The junior
forward nonetheless
collected the ball in
his right palm, then
fiercely jammed it
through the cylinder.

Seven days later,
Green describes his
favorite type of play:
Georgetown forward
Patrick Ewing Jr.
made a perfect back-
door cut against
Vanderbilt the day
before. From the top of the key, Green lasered
a bounce pass into his teammate’s hands.

And then Ewing lost his footing, fell and
was whistled for a turnover.

“He could have had a dunk, but he slipped,”
Green says. “I was still grateful that he went
up and caught it.

“It could’ve been a highlight — it wasn’t,
but that’s the type of play I like. Just having my
teammates beat the other guy and me being
able to say I threw them that pass to get them
that highlight.”

Georgetown is in the Final Four in Atlanta
this weekend largely because of the altruism
and game-saving exploits of Green, the Hoyas’
one-man Salvation Army, if you will. The Big
East player of the year is so impossibly regular
that he seems a borderline hallucination.

Green has no tattoos. Before his sophomore
year, he lopped off long braids because, he said,
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By Keith Groller
Of The Morning Call

J-Mac delivered again.
Jason McElwain, the autis-

tic teenager from Rochester,
N.Y., who captured the heart
of a nation in February of last
year with his shooting ex-
ploits, won over a crowd of
over 600 Thursday night in
Bethlehem.

As the keynote speaker for
th 32nd annual Via All-Star
Basketball Classic banquet,
McElwain brought tears to the
faces of
some girls,
and smiles
to the faces
of everyone
in atten-
dance dur-
ing his pre-
sentation,
which in-
cluded a
video trib-
ute and an
introduction
from his father, David.

McElwain, who also visited
the Bethlehem Wegman’s and
spent time with special educa-
tion students at Freedom
High, received a standing
ovation both before and after
his speech.

“A lot of positive things
have happened since my magi-
cal game,” McElwain told the
crowd. “But I hope more peo-
ple have a greater awareness
of autism and people with
disabilities. What I do know is
that everyone deserves a
chance in life. Dreams some-
times do come true. I met
Magic Johnson and he told me
to keep dreaming and strive to
make them come true. His
advice is that if you don’t
dream, you can’t become it.”

Just meeting McElwain
made dreams come true on
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HERE COMES
BASEBALL

A Our annual baseball special
section features
an in-depth
look at the
Phillies —
including their
suddenly strong
starting pitch-
ing — a look
at every Major
League team
and “Baseball 101: Baseball by the
Numbers.”

By Stephen Miller
Of The Morning Call

BRADENTON, Fla. | The tinkering
began this offseason. After 10
years of throwing exclusively
from the stretch, Phillies clos-
er Tom Gordon decided to
resume using the windup he
featured during his time as a
starting pitcher.

Despite some uneven spring

results, Gordon is ready for the
regular season to arrive.

Gordon allowed two hits
but pitched his third scoreless
inning of the week in Thurs-
day’s 5-5 tie against the Pirates
at McKechnie Field. He fin-
ished the Florida portion of
spring training with a 1.17 ERA
in eight games (7 2/3 innings).

Gordon still hasn’t pitched
back-to-back days, but the
Phillies like the progress he
has made.

“I think that he’s very
close,” manager Charlie Man-
uel said. “I think he’s got a
chance of being ready to go.

“I like the fact that Gor-
don’s throwing the ball pretty
good,” he added.

With the bullpen an area of
concern and no clear-cut back-
up option to close games, Gor-
don’s health and productivity
are pivotal to the Phillies’ chanc-
es of reaching the playoffs.
Because of that, they took a
cautious approach with him
from the start of spring training.

Gordon’s age (39) and re-
cent medical history — he
spent three weeks on the dis-
abled list last year with a sore
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Brett Myers

J-Mac speaks and scores
Autistic youngster’s
speech makes impact
at Via All-Star banquet.

By Gordie Jones
Of The Morning Call

Officially, Andrew Maclay
never made a Final Four trip.

That’s news to him.
He savors the memory as

much as he does his unlikely
journey, from high school
soccer star to scholarship punt-
er to walk-on basketball player
at the University of Massachu-

setts.
Nobody can take that away

from him. Not even the NCAA.
The Minutemen lost a spar-

kling semifinal to eventual
national champion Kentucky in
1996, in the New Jersey Mead-
owlands. But it was later dis-
covered that UMass’ star cen-
ter, Marcus Camby, had accept-
ed money from two sports
agents, and college sports’
governing body ordered that
the school’s Final Four berth
be vacated.

So it never happened.
Sure it didn’t.
Maclay, a Stroudsburg High

graduate, still has a ring com-
memorating that season — and
another for being part of a
Massachusetts football team
that won the ‘98 Division I-AA
championship. Doesn’t wear
them much, but he has them.

And he still fondly recalls
playing for John Calipari, even
if the sum total of Maclay’s
contribution in ’95-96 — his
freshman year — was two
points in 18 games.

He remembers uplifting
tournament victories over
Arkansas and a Georgetown
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PHILLIES CLOSER
Tom Gordon

allowed two hits
but pitched his
third straight

scoreless inning
in the team’s
final Florida

exhibition game
against the

Pirates.

George Widman
Associated Press

=Watch the
Jason McElwain
story on
mcall.com/
mcelwain

SATURDAY’S
GAMES ON CBS
Georgetown vs. Ohio
State 6:07 p.m.

UCLA vs. Florida 8:47
p.m.

Douglas Kilpatrick Special to The Morning Call
JASON McELWAIN looks out at the crowd before his speech at Freedom High’s new gymnasium. McElwain, who has
autism, was the manager for his high school team who suited up and scored 20 points in four minutes.

Walk-on role led to Final Four
for Stroudsburg’s Maclay

He recalls UMass’ loss in
’96 semis, whichwas part
of run vacated byNCAA.

Color
Hoyas’

Green plain
Multi-talented forward is happiest
when he’s setting up a teammate
and Georgetown is winning.

Special to The Morning Call
ANDREW MACLAY (back row, third from left) of Stroudsburg High School was a member of the
University of Massachusetts 1995-96 basketball team that advanced to the Final Four. Back row left is
coach John Calipari, while future NBA player Marcus Camby wears No. 21.
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